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Acronymns used for United Nations Treaties and Outcome Documents:

UN Charter: The Charter of the United Nations (1945)

Universal Decl.: Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)

ICESCR: International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1976)

ICCPR: International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1976)

CEDAW: Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

Against Women ( 1981)

CRC: Convention on the Rights of the Child (1990)

Children Summit: World Summit for Children (1990)

Agenda 21: Conference on Environment and Development (1992)

Vienna: World Conference on Human Rights (1993)

ICPD: International Conference on Population and Development (1994)

Social Summit: World Summit for Social Development (1995)

Beijing: Fourth World Conference on Women (1995)

Habitat: Second United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (1996 )

Earth Summit +5: (1997)

ICC: Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998)

ICPD +5: (1999)

Social Summit +5: (2000)

Beijing +5: (2000) 

Millenium: Millennium Declaration (2000)

Habitat +5: (2001)

HIV/AIDS: Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS (2001)

Racism: World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and 

Related Intolerance (2001)

Ageing: Second World Assembly on Ageing (2002)

Children’s  Summit +10: A World Fit for Children (2002)

WSIS: World Summit on the Information Society (2003)

World Summit 2005

HIV/AIDS 2006: Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS (2006)

Disabilities: Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006)

The information from the above treaties and conference documents was obtained 
through the web site of the United Nations (www.un.org) which allows the use and 

distribution of these documents if the source is acknowledged.
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ABORTION
(See also Healthy Baby, Pre-Natal Care and Right to Life)

� In no case should abortion be promoted as a method of family planning.  All Governments
and relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations are urged to strengthen their
commitment to women's health, to deal with the health impact of unsafe abortion as a major public
health concern and to reduce the recourse to abortion through expanded and improved family-plan-
ning services.  Prevention of unwanted pregnancies must always be given the highest priority and
every attempt should be made to eliminate the need for abortion.  Women who have unwanted preg-
nancies should have ready access to reliable information and compassionate counselling. Any meas-
ures or changes related to abortion within the health system can only be determined at the
national or local level according to the national legislative process. In circumstances where abor-
tion is not against the law, such abortion should be safe.  In all cases, women should have access to
quality services for the management of complications arising from abortion.  Post-abortion coun-
selling, education and family-planning services should be offered promptly, which will also help to
avoid repeat abortions. – ICPD (1994), 8.25. 

� All countries should strive to make accessible through the primary health-care system, reproduc-
tive health to all individuals of appropriate ages as soon as possible and no later than the year 2015.
Reproductive health care in the context of primary health care should, inter alia, include:  family-
planning counselling, information, education, communication and services; education and services
for prenatal care, safe delivery and post-natal care, especially breast-feeding and infant and women's
health care; prevention and appropriate treatment of infertility; abortion as specified in paragraph
8.25, including prevention of abortion and the management of the consequences of abortion;
treatment of reproductive tract infections; sexually transmitted diseases and other reproductive health
conditions; and information, education and counselling, as appropriate, on human sexuality, repro-
ductive health and responsible parenthood.  Referral for family-planning services and further diagno-
sis and treatment for complications of pregnancy, delivery and abortion, infertility, reproductive tract
infections, breast cancer and cancers of the reproductive system, sexually transmitted diseases, in-
cluding HIV/AIDS should always be available, as required.  Active discouragement of harmful prac-
tices, such as female genital mutilation, should also be an integral component of primary health care,
including reproductive health-care programmes. – ICPD (1994), 7.6.  

� Governments should take appropriate steps to help women avoid abortion, which in no case
should be promoted as a method of family planning, and in all cases provide for the humane treat-
ment and counselling of women who have had recourse to abortion. – ICPD (1994), 7.24.  

� In the light of paragraph 8.25 of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development, which states:  "In no case should abortion be promoted as a method
of family planning. All Governments and relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental organi-
zations are urged to strengthen their commitment to women's health, to deal with the health impact of
unsafe abortion as a major public health concern and to reduce the recourse to abortion through ex-
panded and improved family-planning services.  Prevention of unwanted pregnancies must always be
given the highest priority and every attempt should be made to eliminate the need for abortion.
Women who have unwanted pregnancies should have ready access to reliable information and com-
passionate counselling.  Any measures or changes related to abortion within the health system
can only be determined at the national or local level according to the national legislative
process. In circumstances where abortion is not against the law, such abortion should be safe.  In all
cases, women should have access to quality services for the management of complications arising
from abortion.  Post-abortion counselling, education and family-planning services should be offered
promptly, which will also help to avoid repeat abortions", consider reviewing laws containing puni-
tive measures against women who have undergone illegal abortions; – Beijing (1995). 106-k. 

� In no case should abortion be promoted as a method of family planning. All Governments
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and relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations are urged to strengthen their
commitment to women's health, to deal with the health impact of unsafe abortion as a major public-
health concern and to reduce the recourse to abortion through expanded and improved family plan-
ning services. Prevention of unwanted pregnancies must always be given the highest priority and
every attempt should be made to eliminate the need for abortion. Women who have unwanted preg-
nancies should have ready access to reliable information and compassionate counselling. Any meas-
ures or changes related to abortion within the health system can only be determined at the
national or local level according to the national legislative process. In circumstances where abor-
tion is not against the law, such abortion should be safe. In all cases, women should have access to
quality services for the management of complications arising from abortion. Post-abortion coun-
selling, education and family planning services should be offered promptly, which will also help to
avoid repeat abortions. 

(ii) Governments should take appropriate steps to help women avoid abortion, which in no case
should be promoted as a method of family planning, and in all cases provide for the humane treat-
ment and counselling of women who have had recourse to abortion.

(iii) In recognizing and implementing the above, and in circumstances where abortion is not
against the law, health systems should train and equip health-service providers and should take other
measures to ensure that such abortion is safe and accessible. Additional measures should be taken to
safeguard women's health. – ICPD +5 (1999), 63 (i, ii, iii).

ABSTINENCE

� By 2005, ensure: that a wide range of prevention programmes which take account of local cir-
cumstances, ethics and cultural values, is available in all countries, particularly the most affected
countries, including information, education and communication, in languages most understood by
communities and respectful of cultures, aimed at reducing risk-taking behaviour and encouraging
responsible sexual behaviour, including abstinence and fidelity; expanded access to essential
commodities, including male and female condoms and sterile injecting equipment; harm reduction
efforts related to drug use; expanded access to voluntary and confidential counselling and testing;
safe blood supplies; and early and effective treatment of sexually transmittable infections; –
HIV/AIDS (2001), 52. 

� The objectives are:
(a)  To address adolescent sexual and reproductive health issues, including unwanted pregnancy,

unsafe abortion and sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS, through the promotion of
responsible and healthy reproductive and sexual behaviour, including voluntary abstinence, and the
provision of appropriate services and counselling specifically suitable for that age group;

(b)  To substantially reduce all adolescent pregnancies. – ICPD (1994), 7.44.

� Reaffirm that the prevention of HIV infection must be the mainstay of national, regional and in-
ternational responses to the pandemic, and therefore commit ourselves to intensifying efforts to en-
sure that a wide range of prevention programmes that take account of local circumstances, ethics and
cultural values is available in all countries, particularly the most affected countries, including infor-
mation, education and communication, in languages most understood by communities and respectful
of cultures, aimed at reducing risk taking behaviours and encouraging responsible sexual behaviour,
including abstinence and fidelity; expanded access to essential commodities, including male and
female condoms and sterile injecting equipment; harm reduction efforts related to drug use; ex-
panded access to voluntary and confidential counselling and testing; safe blood supplies; and early
and effective treatment of sexually transmitted infections;  – HIV/AIDS (2006), 22. 

� Programmes to reduce the spread of HIV infection should give high priority to information,
education and communication campaigns to raise awareness and emphasize behavioural change.
Sex education and information should be provided to both those infected and those not infected,
and especially to adolescents.  Health providers, including family-planning providers, need train-
ing in counselling on sexually transmitted diseases and HIV infection, including the assessment
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and identification of high-risk behaviours needing special attention and services; training in the
promotion of safe and responsible sexual behaviour, including voluntary abstinence, and condom
use; training in the avoidance of contaminated equipment and blood products; and in the avoidance
of sharing needles among injecting drug users.  Governments should develop guidelines and coun-
selling services on AIDS and sexually transmitted diseases within the primary health-care services.
Wherever possible, reproductive health programmes, including family-planning programmes,
should include facilities for the diagnosis and treatment of common sexually transmitted diseases,
including reproductive tract infection, recognizing that many sexually transmitted diseases increase
the risk of HIV transmission.  The links between the prevention of HIV infection and the preven-
tion and treatment of tuberculosis should be assured. – ICPD (1994), 8.31. 

� Responsible sexual behaviour, including voluntary sexual abstinence, for the prevention of
HIV infection should be promoted and included in education and information programmes.  Condoms
and drugs for the prevention and treatment of sexually transmitted diseases should be made widely
available and affordable and should be included in all essential drug lists.  Effective action should be
taken to further control the quality of blood products and equipment decontamination.  – ICPD
(1994), 8.35.  

� Basic reproductive health, including family-planning services, involving support for necessary
training, supplies, infrastructure and management systems, especially at the primary health-care level,
would include the following major components, which should be integrated into basic national pro-
grammes for population and reproductive health:

(c)  In the sexually transmitted diseases/HIV/AIDS prevention programme component - mass
media and in-school education programmes, promotion of voluntary abstinence and responsible
sexual behaviour and expanded distribution of condoms; – ICPD (1994), 13.14 (c).  

� By Governments, international bodies including relevant United Nations organizations, bilateral
and multilateral donors and non-governmental organizations:

(l) Design specific programmes for men of all ages and male adolescents, recognizing the parental
roles referred to in paragraph 107 (e) above, aimed at providing complete and accurate information
on safe and responsible sexual and reproductive behaviour, including voluntary, appropriate and ef-
fective male methods for the prevention of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases
through, inter alia, abstinence and condom use; – Beijing (1995), 108, (l). 

� As a matter of priority, especially in those countries most affected, and in partnership with
NGOs, wherever possible, intensify education, services and community based mobilization strategies
to protect women of all ages from HIV and other sexually transmitted infections, including through
the development of safe, affordable, effective and easily accessible female-controlled methods, in-
cluding methods such as microbicides and female condoms that protect against sexually transmitted
infections and HIV/AIDS; voluntary and confidential HIV testing and counselling, and the promotion
of responsible sexual behaviour, including abstinence and condom use; development of vaccines,
simple low-cost diagnosis and single dose treatments for sexually transmitted infections; – Beijing +5
(2000), 103 (b). 

ADOPTION OF CHILDREN

� 1.  A child temporarily or permanently deprived of his or her family environment, or in whose
own best interests cannot be allowed to remain in that environment, shall be entitled to special protec-
tion and assistance provided by the State.
2. States Parties shall in accordance with their national laws ensure alternative care for such a child.
3. Such care could include, inter alia, foster placement, kafalah of Islamic law, adoption or if
necessary placement in suitable institutions for the care of children. When considering solu-
tions, due regard shall be paid to the desirability of continuity in a child's upbringing and to the
child's ethnic, religious, cultural and linguistic background. – CRC (1990), Article 20-1,2,3.
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� The family has the primary responsibility for the nurturing and protection of children from in-
fancy to adolescence. Introduction of children to the culture, values and norms of their society begins
in the family. For the full and harmonious development of their personality, children should grow
up in a family environment, in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding. Accord-
ingly, all institutions of society should respect and support the efforts of parents and other care-givers
to nurture and care for children in a family environment. – Children Summit (1990), 18. 

� States Parties that recognize and/or permit the system of adoption shall ensure that the best in-
terests of the child shall be the paramount consideration and they shall:

(a) Ensure that the adoption of a child is authorized only by competent authorities who deter-
mine, in accordance with applicable law and procedures and on the basis of all pertinent and
reliable information, that the adoption is permissible in view of the child's status concerning
parents, relatives and legal guardians and that, if required, the persons concerned have given
their informed consent to the adoption on the basis of such counselling as may be necessary;

(b) Recognize that inter-country adoption may be considered as an alternative means of child's
care, if the child cannot be placed in a foster or an adoptive family or cannot in any suitable manner
be cared for in the child's country of origin;    

(c) Ensure that the child concerned by inter-country adoption enjoys safeguards and standards
equivalent to those existing in the case of national adoption;

(d) Take all appropriate measures to ensure that, in inter-country adoption, the placement does not
result in improper financial gain for those involved in it;

(e) Promote, where appropriate, the objectives of the present article by concluding bilateral or mul-
tilateral arrangements or agreements, and endeavour, within this framework, to ensure that the place-
ment of the child in another country is carried out by competent authorities or organs. – CRC (1990),
Article 21-a,b,c,d,e.

� States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to  eliminate discrimination against women in
all matters relating to  marriage and family relations and in particular shall ensure, on  a basis of
equality of men and women:

(f) The same rights and responsibilities with regard to guardianship, wardship, trusteeship
and adoption of children, or similar institutions where these concepts exist in national legislation;
in all cases the interests of the children shall be paramount; – CEDAW (1981), Article 16-1(f).

� Governments of both receiving countries and countries of origin should adopt effective sanc-
tions against those who organize undocumented migration, exploit undocumented migrants or en-
gage in trafficking in undocumented migrants, especially those who engage in any form of
international traffic in women, youth and children.  Governments of countries of origin, where the
activities of agents or other intermediaries in the migration process are legal, should regulate such ac-
tivities in order to prevent abuses, especially exploitation, prostitution and coercive adoption. –
ICPD (1994), 10.18.

� States Parties shall ensure the rights and responsibilities of persons with disabilities, with regard
to guardianship, wardship, trusteeship, adoption of children or similar institutions, where these con-
cepts exist in national legislation; in all cases the best interests of the child shall be paramount.
States Parties shall render appropriate assistance to persons with disabilities in the performance of
their child-rearing responsibilities. – Disabilities (2006), Artcile 23-2.

CHILD CARE

� Parents, families, legal guardians and other caregivers have the primary role and respon-
sibility for the well-being of children, and must be supported in the performance of their child-rear-
ing responsibilities. All our policies and programmes should promote the shared responsibility of
parents, families, legal guardians and other caregivers, and society as a whole in this regard. – Chil-
dren Summit +10 (2002), 32-2.
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� The family has the primary responsibility for the nurturing and protection of children
from infancy to adolescence. Introduction of children to the culture, values and norms of their soci-
ety begins in the family. For the full and harmonious development of their personality, children
should grow up in a family environment, in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding. Ac-
cordingly, all institutions of society should respect and support the efforts of parents and other care-
givers to nurture and care for children in a family environment. – Children Summit (1990), 18.

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened. It is entitled to
receive comprehensive protection and support. The primary responsibility for the protection,
upbringing and development of children rests with the family. All institutions of society should
respect children's rights and secure their well-being and render appropriate assistance to parents,
families, legal guardians and other caregivers so that children can grow and develop in a safe and sta-
ble environment and in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding, bearing in mind that in
different cultural, social and political systems, various forms of the family exist. – Children Summit
(1990), 15.

� Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their chil-
dren. – Universal Declaration (1948), Article 26 (3).

� We recognize and support parents and families or, as the case may be, legal guardians as
the primary caretakers of children, and we will strengthen their capacity to provide the optimum
care, nurturing and protection.  – Children Summit +10 (2002), 6.

� We will work for respect for the role of the family in providing for children and will support the
efforts of parents, other care-givers and communities to nurture and care for children, from the
earliest stages of childhood through adolescence. We also recognize the special needs of children who
are separated from their families. – Children Summit (1990), 20 (5).

� States Parties shall, where the immediate family is unable to care for a child with disabilities, un-
dertake every effort to provide alternative care within the wider family, and failing that, within the
community in a family setting. Disabilities (2006), Article 23-5.

� States Parties shall ensure that a child shall not be separated from his or her parents against
their will, except when competent authorities subject to judicial review determine, in accordance
with applicable law and procedures, that such separation is necessary for the best interests of the
child. In no case shall a child be separated from parents on the basis of a disability of either the
child or one or both of the parents. – Disabilities (2006), Article 23-4.

� Governments should give priority to developing programmes and policies that foster norms and
attitudes of zero tolerance for harmful and discriminatory attitudes, including son preference, which
can result in harmful and unethical practices such as prenatal sex selection, discrimination and vio-
lence against the girl child and all forms of violence against women, including female genital mutila-
tion, rape, incest, trafficking, sexual violence and exploitation. This entails developing an integrated
approach that addresses the need for widespread social, cultural and economic change, in addition to
legal reforms. The girl child's access to health, nutrition, education and life opportunities should be
protected and promoted. The role of family members, especially parents and other legal
guardians, in strengthening the self-image, self-esteem and status and in protecting the health
and well-being of girls should be enhanced and supported. – ICPD +5  (1999), 48.

� Women play a critical role in the family.  The family is the basic unit of society and as such
should be strengthened.  It is entitled to receive comprehensive protection and support.  In different
cultural, political and social systems, various forms of the family exist.  The rights, capabilities and
responsibilities of family members must be respected.  Women make a great contribution to the wel-
fare of the family and to the development of society, which is still not recognized or considered in its
full importance.  The social significance of maternity, motherhood and the role of parents in the
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family and in the upbringing of children should be acknowledged. The upbringing of children
requires shared responsibility of parents, women and men and society as a whole.  Maternity, moth-
erhood, parenting and the role of women in procreation must not be a basis for discrimination nor re-
strict the full participation of women in society.  Recognition should also be given to the important
role often played by women in many countries in caring for other members of their family. – Beijing
(1995), 29.

CHILD’S RIGHT TO PARENTAL CARE
See also “Parental Guidance”

� The child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right from birth to a
name, the right to acquire a nationality and.as far as possible, the right to know and be cared for
by his or her parents. – CRC (1990), Article 7-1.

� Children with disabilities shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right
from birth to a name, the right to acquire a nationality and, as far as possible, the right to know and
be cared for by their parents.  – Disabilities (2006), Article 18-2

� All States and families should give the highest possible priority to children.  The child has the
right to standards of living adequate for its well-being and the right to the highest attainable stan-
dards of health, and the right to education. The child has the right to be cared for, guided and
supported by parents, families and society and to be protected by appropriate legislative, adminis-
trative, social and educational measures from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or
abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sale, trafficking, sexual
abuse, and trafficking in its organs. – ICPD (1994), II, Principle 11.

� Consistent with article 7 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child,  take measures to ensure
that a child is registered immediately after birth and has the right from birth to a name, the right to
acquire a nationality and, as far as possible, the right to know and be cared for by his or her par-
ents; – Beijing (1995), 274 (b).

CULTURAL VALUES
(See also “Religious and Ethical Values” and “Cultural Backgrounds”)

� Reaffirm that the prevention of HIV infection must be the mainstay of national, regional and in-
ternational responses to the pandemic, and therefore commit ourselves to intensifying efforts to en-
sure that a wide range of prevention programmes that take account of local circumstances, ethics
and cultural values is available in all countries, particularly the most affected countries, including
information, education and communication, in languages most understood by communities and re-
spectful of cultures, aimed at reducing risk taking behaviours and encouraging responsible sexual
behaviour, including abstinence and fidelity; expanded access to essential commodities, including
male and female condoms and sterile injecting equipment; harm reduction efforts related to drug use;
expanded access to voluntary and confidential counselling and testing; safe blood supplies; and early
and effective treatment of sexually transmitted infections;  – HIV/AIDS (2006), 22. 

� While the International Conference on Population and Development does not create any new in-
ternational human rights, it affirms the application of universally recognized human rights standards
to all aspects of population programmes.  It also represents the last opportunity in the twentieth cen-
tury for the international community to collectively address the critical challenges and interrelation-
ships between population and development.  The Programme of Action will require the
establishment of common ground, with full respect for the various religious and ethical values
and cultural backgrounds. The impact of this Conference will be measured by the strength of the
specific commitments made here and the consequent actions to fulfil them, as part of a new global
partnership among all the world's countries and peoples, based on a sense of shared but differentiated
responsibility for each other and for our planetary home. – ICPD (1994), 1.15.
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� Implementation of the Habitat Agenda, including implementation through national laws and de-
velopment priorities, programmes and policies, is the sovereign right and responsibility of each State
in conformity with all human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the right to development,
and taking into account the significance of and with full respect for various religious and ethical
values, cultural backgrounds, and philosophical convictions of individuals and their communities,
contributing to the full enjoyment by all of their human rights in order to achieve the objectives of ad-
equate shelter for all and sustainable human settlements development. – Habitat (1996), 24.

� The implementation of the recommendations contained in the Programme of Action and those
contained in the present document is the sovereign right of each country, consistent with national
laws and development priorities, with full respect for the various religious and ethical values and
cultural backgrounds of its people, and in conformity with universally recognized international
human rights. – ICPD +5  (1999), Preamble 5.

� Governments, while designing and implementing their development policies, should ensure that
people are placed at the centre of development. Therefore, people must have the right and the ability
to participate fully in the social, economic and political life of their societies. Our global drive for so-
cial development and the recommendations for action contained in the present document are made in
a spirit of consensus and international cooperation, in full conformity with the purposes and princi-
ples of the Charter of the United Nations, recognizing that the formulation and implementation of
strategies, policies, programmes and actions for social development are the responsibility of each
country and should take into account the diverse economic, social and environmental conditions in
each country, with full respect for the various religious and ethical values, cultural backgrounds
and philosophical convictions of its people, and in conformity with all human rights and fundamen-
tal freedoms. In this context, international cooperation is essential for the full implementation of so-
cial development programmes and actions. – Social Summit +5 (2000), III, Commitment 1-2.

� The objective of the Platform for Action, which is in full conformity with the purposes and prin-
ciples of the Charter of the United Nations and international law, is the empowerment of all women.
The full realization of all human rights and fundamental freedoms of all women is essential for the
empowerment of women. While the significance of national and regional particularities and various
historical, cultural and religious backgrounds must be borne in mind, it is the duty of States, regard-
less of their political, economic and cultural systems, to promote and protect all human rights and
fundamental freedoms. The implementation of the Platform, as well as further actions and initiatives
contained in this document, including through national laws and the formulation of strategies, poli-
cies, programmes and development priorities, is the sovereign responsibility of each State, in con-
formity with all human rights and fundamental freedoms, and the significance of and full respect for
various religious and ethical values, cultural backgrounds and philosophical convictions of individ-
uals and their communities should contribute to the full enjoyment by women of their human rights in
order to achieve equality, development and peace. – Beijing +5 (2000), 3.

� The implementation of the International Plan of Action on Ageing, 2002 also requires, inter alia,
a political, economic, ethical and spiritual vision for social development of older persons based on
human dignity, human rights, equality, respect, peace, democracy, mutual responsibility and coopera-
tion and full respect for the various religious and ethical values and cultural backgrounds of peo-
ple. – Ageing (2002), 115.

DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened. It is entitled to re-
ceive comprehensive protection and support. The primary responsibility for the protection, up-
bringing and development of children rests with the family. All institutions of society should
respect children's rights and secure their well-being and render appropriate assistance to parents, fam-
ilies, legal guardians and other caregivers so that children can grow and develop in a safe and stable
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environment and in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding, bearing in mind that in dif-
ferent cultural, social and political systems, various forms of the family exist. – Children Summit
+10 (2002), 15. 

DIGNITY

� The implementation of the International Plan of Action on Ageing, 2002 also requires, inter
alia, a political, economic, ethical and spiritual vision for social development of older persons
based on human dignity, human rights, equality, respect, peace, democracy, mutual responsibility
and cooperation and full respect for the various religious and ethical values and cultural backgrounds
of people. – Ageing (2002), 115.

� Implement, as a matter of urgency, in accordance with country-specific conditions and legal
systems, measures to ensure that women and men have the same right to decide freely and respon-
sibly on the number and spacing of their children and have access to the information, education
and means, as appropriate, to enable them to exercise this right in keeping with their freedom,
dignity and personally held values, taking into account ethical and cultural considerations. Gov-
ernments should take active steps to implement programmes to establish and strengthen preventive
and curative health facilities, which include women-centred, women-managed, safe and effective
reproductive health care and affordable, accessible services, as appropriate, for the responsible
planning of family size, in keeping with freedom, dignity and personally held values, taking
into account ethical and cultural considerations. Programmes should focus on providing compre-
hensive health care, including pre-natal care, education and information on health and responsible
parenthood and should provide the opportunity for all women to breast-feed fully, at least during
the first four months post-partum. Programmes should fully support women's productive and re-
productive roles and well-being, with special attention to the need for providing equal and im-
proved health care for all children and the need to reduce the risk of maternal and child mortality
and sickness; – Agenda 21 (1992), 3.8 (j).

� Governments should take active steps to implement programmes to establish and strengthen
preventive and curative health facilities that include women-centred, women-managed, safe and ef-
fective reproductive health care and affordable, accessible services, as appropriate, for the responsi-
ble planning of family size, in keeping with freedom, dignity and personally held values and
taking into account ethical and cultural considerations. Programmes should focus on providing com-
prehensive health care, including pre-natal care, education and information on health and responsible
parenthood and should provide the opportunity for all women to breast-feed fully, at least during the
first four months post-partum. Programmes should fully support women's productive and reproduc-
tive roles and well being, with special attention to the need for providing equal and improved health
care for all children and the need to reduce the risk of maternal and child mortality and sickness. –
Agenda 21 (1992), 5.51.

� Programmes to establish and strengthen preventive and curative health facilities, which include
women-centred, women-managed, safe and effective reproductive health care and affordable, accessi-
ble, responsible planning of family size and services, as appropriate, in keeping with freedom, dig-
nity and personally held values. Programmes should focus on providing comprehensive health care,
including pre-natal care, education and information on health and responsible parenthood, and should
provide the opportunity for all women to fully breastfeed at least during the first four months post-par-
tum. Programmes should fully support women's productive and reproductive roles and well-being and
should pay special attention to the need to provide equal and improved health care for all children and
to reduce the risk of maternal and child mortality and sickness; – Agenda 21 (1992), 24.3 (e).

DISABILITIES

� Convinced that the family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to
protection by society and the State, and that persons with disabilities and their family members
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should receive the necessary protection and assistance to enable families to contribute to-
wards the full and equal enjoyment of the rights of persons with disabilities, – Disabilities
(2006), Preamble (x).

� Children with disabilities shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right
from birth to a name, the right to acquire a nationality and, as far as possible, the right to know and
be cared for by their parents.  – Disabilities (2006), Article 18-2

� States Parties shall take effective and appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against
persons with disabilities in all matters relating to marriage, family, parenthood and relationships, on
an equal basis with others, so as to ensure that:  (a) The right of all persons with disabilities who
are of marriageable age to marry and to found a family on the basis of free and full consent of
the intending spouses is recognized; – Disabilities (2006), 23-1(a).

� States Parties shall ensure that a child shall not be separated from his or her parents against
their will, except when competent authorities subject to judicial review determine, in accordance
with applicable law and procedures, that such separation is necessary for the best interests of the
child. In no case shall a child be separated from parents on the basis of a disability of either the
child or one or both of the parents. – Disabilities (2006), Article 23-4.

� States Parties shall, where the immediate family is unable to care for a child with disabilities, un-
dertake every effort to provide alternative care within the wider family, and failing that, within the
community in a family setting. Disabilities (2006), Article 23-5.

ECONOMIC SUPPORT  PARENTS

� The parent(s) or others responsible for the child have the primary responsibility to secure,
within their abilities and financial capacities, the conditions of living necessary for the child's
development. – CRC (1990), Article 27-2.

� When formulating socio-economic development policies, special consideration should be given to
increasing the earning power of all adult members of economically deprived families, including the
elderly and women who work in the home, and to enabling children to be educated rather than com-
pelled to work.  Particular attention should be paid to needy single parents, especially those who are re-
sponsible wholly or in part for the support of children and other dependants, through ensuring payment
of at least minimum wages and allowances, credit, education, funding for women's self-help groups
and stronger legal enforcement of male parental financial responsibilities. – ICPD (1994), 5.4.

EDUCATION AND PARENTS

� Parents have a prior right to choose the kind of education that shall be given to their chil-
dren. – Universal Declaration (1948), Article 26 (3).

� Everyone has the right to education, which shall be directed to the full development of human
resources, and human dignity and potential, with particular attention to women and the girl child.  Ed-
ucation should be designed to strengthen respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, includ-
ing those relating to population and development. The best interests of the child shall be the
guiding principle of those responsible for his or her education and guidance; that responsibility
lies in the first place with the parents. – ICPD (1994),  II,  Principle 10.

� Special efforts should be made to emphasize men's shared responsibility and promote their ac-
tive involvement in responsible parenthood, sexual and reproductive behaviour, including family
planning; prenatal, maternal and child health; prevention of sexually transmitted diseases, including
HIV; prevention of unwanted and high-risk pregnancies; shared control and contribution to family in-
come, children's education, health and nutrition; and recognition and promotion of the equal value of
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children of both sexes.  Male responsibilities in family life must be included in the education of
children from the earliest ages. Special emphasis should be placed on the prevention of violence
against women and children. – ICPD (1994), 4.27.

ELDERLY AND FAMILY

� Commit ourselves also to addressing as a priority the vulnerabilities faced by children affected
by and living with HIV; providing support and rehabilitation to these children and their families,
women and the elderly, particularly in their role as caregivers; promoting child oriented
HIV/AIDS policies and programmes and increased protection for children orphaned and affected by
HIV/AIDS; ensuring access to treatment and intensifying efforts to develop new treatments for chil-
dren; and building, where needed, and supporting the social security systems that protect them;
HIV/AIDS (2006), 32.

� Families are sensitive to strains induced by social and economic changes.  It is essential to
grant particular assistance to families in difficult life situations.  Conditions have worsened for
many families in recent years, owing to lack of gainful employment and measures taken by Govern-
ments seeking to balance their budget by reducing social expenditures.  There are increasing numbers
of vulnerable families, including single-parent families headed by women, poor families with elderly
members or those with disabilities, refugee and displaced families, and families with members af-
fected by AIDS or other terminal diseases, substance dependence, child abuse and domestic violence.
Increased labour migrations and refugee movements are an additional source of family tension and
disintegration and are contributing to increased responsibilities for women.  In many urban environ-
ments, millions of children and youths are left to their own devices as family ties break down, and
hence are increasingly exposed to risks such as dropping out of school, labour exploitation, sexual ex-
ploitation, unwanted pregnancies and sexually transmitted diseases. – ICPD (1994), 5.4.

ETHICAL AND CULTURAL CONSIDERATIONS

� Implement, as a matter of urgency, in accordance with country-specific conditions and legal sys-
tems, measures to ensure that women and men have the same right to decide freely and responsibly on
the number and spacing of their children and have access to the information, education and means, as
appropriate, to enable them to exercise this right in keeping with their freedom, dignity and personally
held values, taking into account ethical and cultural considerations. Governments should take ac-
tive steps to implement programmes to establish and strengthen preventive and curative health facili-
ties, which include women-centred, women-managed, safe and effective reproductive health care and
affordable, accessible services, as appropriate, for the responsible planning of family size, in keeping
with freedom, dignity and personally held values, taking into account ethical and cultural consider-
ations. Programmes should focus on providing comprehensive health care, including pre-natal care,
education and information on health and responsible parenthood and should provide the opportunity
for all women to breast-feed fully, at least during the first four months post-partum. Programmes
should fully support women's productive and reproductive roles and well-being, with special attention
to the need for providing equal and improved health care for all children and the need to reduce the
risk of maternal and child mortality and sickness; – Agenda 21 (1992), 3.8 (j).

� Governments should take active steps to implement programmes to establish and strengthen pre-
ventive and curative health facilities that include women-centred, women-managed, safe and effective
reproductive health care and affordable, accessible services, as appropriate, for the responsible planning
of family size, in keeping with freedom, dignity and personally held values and taking into account
ethical and cultural considerations. Programmes should focus on providing comprehensive health care,
including pre-natal care, education and information on health and responsible parenthood and should
provide the opportunity for all women to breast-feed fully, at least during the first four months post-par-
tum. Programmes should fully support women's productive and reproductive roles and well being, with
special attention to the need for providing equal and improved health care for all children and the need
to reduce the risk of maternal and child mortality and sickness. – Agenda 21 (1992), 5.51.
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� Reaffirm that the prevention of HIV infection must be the mainstay of national, regional and in-
ternational responses to the pandemic, and therefore commit ourselves to intensifying efforts to en-
sure that a wide range of prevention programmes that take account of local circumstances, ethics
and cultural values is available in all countries, particularly the most affected countries, including
information, education and communication, in languages most understood by communities and re-
spectful of cultures, aimed at reducing risk taking behaviours and encouraging responsible sexual be-
haviour, including abstinence and fidelity; expanded access to essential commodities, including male
and female condoms and sterile injecting equipment; harm reduction efforts related to drug use; ex-
panded access to voluntary and confidential counselling and testing; safe blood supplies; and early
and effective treatment of sexually transmitted infections;  – HIV/AIDS (2006), 22. 

EXTENDED FAMILY

� States Parties shall, where the immediate family is unable to care for a child with disabilities, un-
dertake every effort to provide alternative care within the wider family, and failing that, within the
community in a family setting. Disabilities (2006), Article 23-5.

FAMILY  BASIC UNIT
(See also “Natural Unit” and “Fundamental Group Unit”)

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened.  It is entitled to re-
ceive comprehensive protection and support.  In different cultural, political and social systems, vari-
ous forms of the family exist.  Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the intending
spouses, and husband and wife should be equal partners. – ICPD (1994), Chapter II, Principle 9. 

� Recognize the family as the basic unit of society, and acknowledge that it plays a key role in
social development and as such should be strengthened, with attention to the rights, capabilities and
responsibilities of its members.  In different cultural, political and social systems various forms of
family exist.  It is entitled to receive comprehensive protection and support; – Social Summit (1995),
26 (h).  

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened.  It is entitled to
receive comprehensive protection and support. In different cultural, political and social systems, vari-
ous forms of the family exist.  Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the intending
spouses, and husband and wife should be equal partners. – Social Summit (1995), 80.  

� There has been continued recognition that the family is the basic unit of society and that it
plays a key role in social development and is a strong force of social cohesion and integration. In
different cultural, political and social systems, various forms of the family exist. – Social Summit +5
(2000), II 25.  

� Recognize that the family is the basic unit of society and that it plays a key role in social
development and is a strong force of social cohesion and integration. In different cultural, politi-
cal and social systems, various forms of the family exist. Further recognize that equality and equity
between women and men and respect for the rights of all family members are essential for family
well-being and for society at large, and promote appropriate actions to meet the needs of families and
their individual members, particularly in the areas of economic support and provision of social serv-
ices. Greater attention should be paid to helping the family in its supporting, educating and
nurturing roles, to the causes and consequences of family disintegration, and to the adoption of
measures to reconcile work and family life for women and men. – Social Summit +5 (2000), III 56.  

� Women play a critical role in the family.  The family is the basic unit of society and as such
should be strengthened. It is entitled to receive comprehensive protection and support.  In differ-
ent cultural, political and social systems, various forms of the family exist.  The rights, capabilities
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and responsibilities of family members must be respected.  Women make a great contribution to the
welfare of the family and to the development of society, which is still not recognized or considered
in its full importance.  The social significance of maternity, motherhood and the role of parents in
the family and in the upbringing of children should be acknowledged. The upbringing of chil-
dren requires shared responsibility of parents, women and men and society as a whole.  Maternity,
motherhood, parenting and the role of women in procreation must not be a basis for discrimination
nor restrict the full participation of women in society.  Recognition should also be given to the im-
portant role often played by women in many countries in caring for other members of their family. –
Beijing (1995),  29.  

� Women play a critical role in the family. The family is the basic unit of society and is a
strong force for social cohesion and integration and as such should be strengthened. The inade-
quate support to women and insufficient protection and support to their respective families affect so-
ciety as a whole and undermines efforts to achieve gender equality. In different cultural, political and
social systems, various forms of the family exist and the rights, capabilities and responsibilities of
family members must be respected. Women's social and economic contributions to the welfare of the
family and the social significance of maternity and paternity continue to be inadequately addressed.
Motherhood and fatherhood and the role of parents and legal guardians in the family and in the up-
bringing of children and the importance of all family members to the family's well-being is also
acknowledged and must not be a basis for discrimination. Women also continue to bear a dispropor-
tionate share of the household responsibilities and the care of children, the sick and the elderly. Such
imbalance needs to be consistently addressed through appropriate policies and programmes, in par-
ticular those geared towards education and through legislation where appropriate. In order to achieve
full partnership, both in public and private spheres, both women and men must be enabled to recon-
cile and share equally work responsibilities and family responsibilities. – Beijing +5 (2000), 60. 

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened.  It is entitled to
receive comprehensive protection and support.  In different cultural, political and social systems, var-
ious forms of the family exist.  Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the intending
spouses, and husband and wife should be equal partners.  The rights, capabilities and responsibili-
ties of family members must be respected.  Human settlements planning should take into account the
constructive role of the family in the design, development and management of such settlements.  So-
ciety should facilitate, as appropriate, all necessary conditions for its integration, reunification,
preservation, improvement, and protection within adequate shelter and with access to basic services
and a sustainable livelihood. – Habitat (1996), 31. 

� (exact repeat of Habitat, 31, above) – Habitat +5 (2001),  30. 

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened. It is entitled to receive
comprehensive protection and support. The primary responsibility for the protection, upbringing
and development of children rests with the family. All institutions of society should respect chil-
dren's rights and secure their well-being and render appropriate assistance to parents, families, legal
guardians and other caregivers so that children can grow and develop in a safe and stable environment
and in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding, bearing in mind that in different cultural,
social and political systems, various forms of the family exist. – Children Summit +10 (2002), 15. 

FAMILY DISINTEGRATION

� One fourth of all households world wide are headed by women and many other households are
dependent on female income even where men are present.  Female-maintained households are very
often among the poorest because of wage discrimination, occupational segregation patterns in the
labour market and other gender-based barriers.  Family disintegration, population movements be-
tween urban and rural areas within countries, international migration, war and internal displacements
are factors contributing to the rise of female- headed households. Beijing (1995), 22.
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� Recognize that the family is the basic unit of society and that it plays a key role in social devel-
opment and is a strong force of social cohesion and integration. In different cultural, political and so-
cial systems, various forms of the family exist. Further recognize that equality and equity between
women and men and respect for the rights of all family members are essential for family well-being
and for society at large, and promote appropriate actions to meet the needs of families and their indi-
vidual members, particularly in the areas of economic support and provision of social services.
Greater attention should be paid to helping the family in its supporting, educating and nurtur-
ing roles, to the causes and consequences of family disintegration, and to the adoption of meas-
ures to reconcile work and family life for women and men. – Social Summit +5 (2000), III 56.  

FAMILY PLANNING

� In no case should abortion be promoted as a method of family planning.  All Governments
and relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations are urged to strengthen their
commitment to women's health, to deal with the health impact of unsafe abortion as a major public
health concern and to reduce the recourse to abortion through expanded and improved family-plan-
ning services.  Prevention of unwanted pregnancies must always be given the highest priority and
every attempt should be made to eliminate the need for abortion.  Women who have unwanted preg-
nancies should have ready access to reliable information and compassionate counselling. Any meas-
ures or changes related to abortion within the health system can only be determined at the national or
local level according to the national legislative process.  In circumstances where abortion is not
against the law, such abortion should be safe.  In all cases, women should have access to quality serv-
ices for the management of complications arising from abortion.  Post-abortion counselling, educa-
tion and family-planning services should be offered promptly, which will also help to avoid
repeat abortions. – ICPD (1994), 8.25. 

� All countries should strive to make accessible through the primary health-care system, reproduc-
tive health to all individuals of appropriate ages as soon as possible and no later than the year 2015.
Reproductive health care in the context of primary health care should, inter alia, include:  fam-
ily-planning counselling, information, education, communication and services; education and
services for prenatal care, safe delivery and post-natal care, especially breast-feeding and infant and
women's health care; prevention and appropriate treatment of infertility; abortion as specified in
paragraph 8.25, including prevention of abortion and the management of the consequences of
abortion; treatment of reproductive tract infections; sexually transmitted diseases and other repro-
ductive health conditions; and information, education and counselling, as appropriate, on human sex-
uality, reproductive health and responsible parenthood.  Referral for family-planning services and
further diagnosis and treatment for complications of pregnancy, delivery and abortion, infertility, re-
productive tract infections, breast cancer and cancers of the reproductive system, sexually transmitted
diseases, including HIV/AIDS should always be available, as required.  Active discouragement of
harmful practices, such as female genital mutilation, should also be an integral component of primary
health care, including reproductive health-care programmes. – ICPD (1994), 7.6.  

FAMILY POLICIES

� Design, implement and promote family friendly policies and services, including affordable,
accessible and quality care services for children and other dependents, parental and other leave
schemes, campaigns to sensitize public opinion and other relevant actors on equal sharing of employ-
ment and family responsibilities between women and men; – Beijing +5 (2000), 82 (d).

� Analyse, from a gender perspective, policies and programmes - including those related to macro-
economic stability, structural adjustment, external debt problems, taxation, investments, employment,
markets and all relevant sectors of the economy - with respect to their impact on poverty, on inequal-
ity and particularly on women; assess their impact on family well-being and conditions and adjust
them, as appropriate, to promote more equitable distribution of productive assets, wealth, opportuni-
ties, income and services; – Beijing (1995), 58 (b).
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� To develop policies and laws that better support the family, contribute to its stability and
take into account its plurality of forms, particularly the growing number of single-parent households;
– ICPD (1994), 5.2 (a).

� Governments should formulate family-sensitive policies in the field of housing, work,
health, social security and education in order to create an environment supportive of the fam-
ily, taking into account its various forms and functions, and should support educational pro-
grammes concerning parental roles, parental skills and child development.  Governments should,
in conjunction with other relevant parties, develop the capacity to monitor the impact of social
and economic decisions and actions on the well-being of families, on the status of women
within families, and on the ability of families to meet the basic needs of their members. –
ICPD (1994), 5.9.

� Analysing policies and programmes, including those relating to macroeconomic stability, struc-
tural adjustment programmes, taxation, investments, employment, markets and all relevant sectors of
the economy, with respect to their impact on poverty and inequality, assessing their impact on fam-
ily well-being and conditions, as well as their gender implications, and adjusting them, as appropri-
ate, to promote a more equitable distribution of productive assets, wealth, opportunities, income and
services; – Social Summit (1995), 81 (a).

� Promote or improve information programmes and measures including treatment for the elimi-
nation of the increasing substance abuse among women and adolescent girls, including information
campaigns about the risks to health and other consequences and its impact on families; – Beijing +5
(2000), 72 (q).

� Formulate policies and programmes to help the family, as defined in paragraph 29 above, in
its supporting, educating and nurturing roles, with particular emphasis on the elimination of intra-
family discrimination against the girl child; – Beijing (1995), 285 (a).

FAMILY REUNIFICATION

� Governments of receiving countries are urged to consider giving to documented migrants hav-
ing the right to long-term residence, civil and political rights and responsibilities, as appropriate, and
facilitating their naturalization.  Special efforts should be made to enhance the integration of the chil-
dren of long-term migrants by providing them with educational and training opportunities equal to
those of nationals, allowing them to exercise an economic activity and facilitating the naturalization
of those who have been raised in the receiving country.  Consistent with article 10 of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child 27/ and all relevant universally recognized human rights instruments, all
Governments, particularly those of receiving countries, must recognize the vital importance of
family reunification and promote its integration into their national legislation in order to en-
sure protection of the unity of the families of documented migrants. Governments of receiving
countries must ensure the protection of migrants and their families, giving priority to programmes
and strategies that combat religious intolerance, – Social Summit (1995), 77 (b).

� Documented migrants are those who satisfy all the legal requirements to enter, stay and, if ap-
plicable, hold employment in the country of destination.  In some countries, many documented mi-
grants have, over time, acquired the right to long-term residence.  In such cases, the integration of
documented migrants into the host society is generally desirable, and for that purpose it is important
to extend to them the same social, economic and legal rights as those enjoyed by citizens, in accor-
dance with national legislation.  The family reunification of documented migrants is an impor-
tant factor in international migration.  It is also important to protect documented migrants and
their families from racism, ethnocentrism and xenophobia, and to respect their physical integrity, dig-
nity, religious beliefs and cultural values. – ICPD (1994), 10.9.
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FATHER

� We also recognize the need to address the changing role of men in society, as boys, adolescents
and fathers, and the challenges faced by boys growing up in today's world. We will further promote
the shared responsibility of both parents in education and in the raising of children, and will
make every effort to ensure that fathers have opportunities to participate in their children's
lives. – Children Summit +10 (2002), 24.

� Women play a critical role in the family. The family is the basic unit of society and is a strong
force for social cohesion and integration and as such should be strengthened. The inadequate support
to women and insufficient protection and support to their respective families affect society as a whole
and undermines efforts to achieve gender equality. In different cultural, political and social systems,
various forms of the family exist and the rights, capabilities and responsibilities of family members
must be respected. Women's social and economic contributions to the welfare of the family and the
social significance of maternity and paternity continue to be inadequately addressed. Motherhood
and fatherhood and the role of parents and legal guardians in the family and in the upbringing
of children and the importance of all family members to the family's well-being is also acknowl-
edged and must not be a basis for discrimination. Women also continue to bear a disproportionate
share of the household responsibilities and the care of children, the sick and the elderly. Such imbal-
ance needs to be consistently addressed through appropriate policies and programmes, in particular
those geared towards education and through legislation where appropriate. In order to achieve full
partnership, both in public and private spheres, both women and men must be enabled to reconcile
and share equally work responsibilities and family responsibilities. – Beijing +5 (2000), 60.

� Special efforts should be made to emphasize men's shared responsibility and promote their
active involvement in responsible parenthood, sexual and reproductive behaviour, including family
planning; prenatal, maternal and child health; prevention of sexually transmitted diseases, including
HIV; prevention of unwanted and high-risk pregnancies; shared control and contribution to family in-
come, children's education, health and nutrition; and recognition and promotion of the equal value of
children of both sexes.  Male responsibilities in family life must be included in the education of
children from the earliest ages. Special emphasis should be placed on the prevention of violence
against women and children. – ICPD (1994), 4.27.

� Governments should take steps to ensure that children receive appropriate financial support from
their parents by, among other measures, enforcing child- support laws.  Governments should consider
changes in law and policy to ensure men's responsibility to and financial support for their chil-
dren and families. Such laws and policies should also encourage maintenance or reconstitution of the
family unit.  The safety of women in abusive relationships should be protected. – ICPD (1994), 4.28.

� When formulating socio-economic development policies, special consideration should be given to
increasing the earning power of all adult members of economically deprived families, including the
elderly and women who work in the home, and to enabling children to be educated rather than com-
pelled to work.  Particular attention should be paid to needy single parents, especially those who are re-
sponsible wholly or in part for the support of children and other dependants, through ensuring payment
of at least minimum wages and allowances, credit, education, funding for women's self-help groups
and stronger legal enforcement of male parental financial responsibilities. – ICPD (1994), 5.4.

FEMALEHEADED HOUSEHOLDS

� For women, institutional biases in social protection systems, in particular those based on uninter-
rupted work histories, contribute further to the feminization of poverty. Gender inequalities and dis-
parities in economic power-sharing, unequal distribution of unremunerated work between women and
men, lack of technological and financial support for women's entrepreneurship, unequal access to,
and control over, capital, in particular land and credit and access to labour markets, as well as all



– 17 –

Guide to Family Issues

harmful traditional and customary practices, have constrained women's economic empowerment and
exacerbated the feminization of poverty. In many societies, female-headed households, including
divorced, separated and unmarried women and widows, are at particular risk of poverty. Spe-
cial social protection measures are required to address feminization of poverty, in particular among
older women. – Ageing (2002), 46.

FIDELITY

� By 2005, ensure: that a wide range of prevention programmes which take account of local circum-
stances, ethics and cultural values, is available in all countries, particularly the most affected countries,
including information, education and communication, in languages most understood by communities
and respectful of cultures, aimed at reducing risk-taking behaviour and encouraging responsible sexual
behaviour, including abstinence and fidelity; expanded access to essential commodities, including
male and female condoms and sterile injecting equipment; harm reduction efforts related to drug use;
expanded access to voluntary and confidential counselling and testing; safe blood supplies; and early
and effective treatment of sexually transmittable infections; – HIV/AIDS (2001), 52.

� Reaffirm that the prevention of HIV infection must be the mainstay of national, regional and in-
ternational responses to the pandemic, and therefore commit ourselves to intensifying efforts to en-
sure that a wide range of prevention programmes that take account of local circumstances, ethics and
cultural values is available in all countries, particularly the most affected countries, including infor-
mation, education and communication, in languages most understood by communities and respectful
of cultures, aimed at reducing risk taking behaviours and encouraging responsible sexual behav-
iour, including abstinence and fidelity; expanded access to essential commodities, including male
and female condoms and sterile injecting equipment; harm reduction efforts related to drug use; ex-
panded access to voluntary and confidential counselling and testing; safe blood supplies; and early
and effective treatment of sexually transmitted infections;  – HIV/AIDS (2006), 22. 

FORCED ABORTION

� The end of the cold war has resulted in international changes and diminished competition be-
tween the super-Powers.  The threat of a global armed conflict has diminished, while international re-
lations have improved and prospects for peace among nations have increased.  Although the threat of
global conflict has been reduced, wars of aggression, armed conflicts, colonial or other forms of alien
domination and foreign occupation, civil wars, and terrorism continue to plague many parts of the
world.  Grave violations of the human rights of women occur, particularly in times of armed conflict,
and include murder, torture, systematic rape, forced pregnancy and forced abortion, in particular
under policies of ethnic cleansing. – Beijing (1995), 11.

FREEDOM, DIGNITY AND PERSONALLY HELD VALUES

� Implement, as a matter of urgency, in accordance with country-specific conditions and legal sys-
tems, measures to ensure that women and men have the same right to decide freely and responsibly on
the number and spacing of their children and have access to the information, education and means, as
appropriate, to enable them to exercise this right in keeping with their freedom, dignity and person-
ally held values, taking into account ethical and cultural considerations. Governments should take ac-
tive steps to implement programmes to establish and strengthen preventive and curative health
facilities, which include women-centred, women-managed, safe and effective reproductive health care
and affordable, accessible services, as appropriate, for the responsible planning of family size, in
keeping with freedom, dignity and personally held values, taking into account ethical and cultural
considerations. Programmes should focus on providing comprehensive health care, including pre-natal
care, education and information on health and responsible parenthood and should provide the opportu-
nity for all women to breast-feed fully, at least during the first four months post-partum. Programmes
should fully support women's productive and reproductive roles and well-being, with special attention
to the need for providing equal and improved health care for all children and the need to reduce the
risk of maternal and child mortality and sickness; – Agenda 21 (1992), 3.8 (j).
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� Governments should take active steps to implement programmes to establish and strengthen pre-
ventive and curative health facilities that include women-centred, women-managed, safe and effective
reproductive health care and affordable, accessible services, as appropriate, for the responsible plan-
ning of family size, in keeping with freedom, dignity and personally held values and taking into
account ethical and cultural considerations. Programmes should focus on providing comprehensive
health care, including pre-natal care, education and information on health and responsible parenthood
and should provide the opportunity for all women to breast-feed fully, at least during the first four
months post-partum. Programmes should fully support women's productive and reproductive roles
and well being, with special attention to the need for providing equal and improved health care for all
children and the need to reduce the risk of maternal and child mortality and sickness. – Agenda 21
(1992), 5.51.

� Programmes to establish and strengthen preventive and curative health facilities, which include
women-centred, women-managed, safe and effective reproductive health care and affordable, accessi-
ble, responsible planning of family size and services, as appropriate, in keeping with freedom, dig-
nity and personally held values. Programmes should focus on providing comprehensive health care,
including pre-natal care, education and information on health and responsible parenthood, and should
provide the opportunity for all women to fully breastfeed at least during the first four months post-
partum. Programmes should fully support women's productive and reproductive roles and well-being
and should pay special attention to the need to provide equal and improved health care for all children
and to reduce the risk of maternal and child mortality and sickness; – Agenda 21 (1992), 24.3 (e).

FUNDAMENTAL GROUP UNIT – FAMILY

� Convinced that the family, as the fundamental group of society and the natural environment
for the growth and well-being of all its members and particularly children, should be afforded
the necessary protection and assistance so that it can fully assume its responsibilities within the com-
munity, – CRC (1990), Preamble, paragraph 5.

� The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection by
society and the State. – Universal Declaration (1948), Article 16 (3)

� Half a million mothers die each year from causes related to childbirth. Safe motherhood must be
promoted in all possible ways. Emphasis must be placed on responsible planning of family size and
on child spacing. The family, as a fundamental group and natural environment for the growth
and well-being of children, should be given all necessary protection and assistance. – Children’s
Summit (1990), 14.

� The widest possible protection and assistance should be accorded to the family, which is the
natural and fundamental group unit of society, particularly for its establishment and while it is re-
sponsible for the care and education of dependent children. Marriage must be entered into with the
free consent of the intending spouses. – ICESCR (1976), Article 10-1.

� The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection
by society and the State. – ICCPR (1976), Article 23-1.

� Convinced that the family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is enti-
tled to protection by society and the State, and that persons with disabilities and their family members
should receive the necessary protection and assistance to enable families to contribute towards the
full and equal enjoyment of the rights of persons with disabilities, – Disabilities (2006), Preamble (x).

GENDER  MALE AND FEMALE

� For the purposes of this Statute, it is understood that the term "gender" refers to the two
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sexes, male and female, within the context of society.  The term ‘gender’ does not indicate any
meaning different from the above. – Rome ICC, Article 7 (3)

� For the purpose of this Declaration and Programme of Action, it was understood that the term
"gender" refers to the two sexes, male and female, within the context of society. The term ‘gen-
der’ does not indicate any meaning different from the above. – Racism: Notes-1

� The success of the Platform for Action will require a strong commitment on the part of Govern-
ments, international organizations and institutions at all levels.  It will also require adequate mobi-
lization of resources at the national and international levels as well as new and additional resources
to the developing countries from all available funding mechanisms, including multilateral, bilateral
and private sources for the advancement of women; financial resources to strengthen the capacity of
national, subregional, regional and international institutions; a commitment to equal rights, equal re-
sponsibilities and equal opportunities and to the equal participation of women and men in all na-
tional, regional and international bodies and policy- making processes; and the establishment or
strengthening of mechanisms at all levels for accountability to the world's women.

For the commonly understood meaning of the term "gender", see annex IV to the present
report. – Beijing (1995): 5. 

� 1. During the 19th meeting of the Commission on the Status of Women, acting as preparatory
body for the Fourth World Conference on Women, an issue arose concerning the meaning of the
word "gender" in the context of the Platform for Action of the Conference.  In order to examine the
matter, the Commission decided to form a contact group in New York, with the Commission's Rap-
porteur, Ms. Selma Ashipala (Namimbia), as Chairperson.  The Commission mandated the informal
contact group to seek agreement on the commonly understood meaning of "gender" in the context of
the Platform for Action and to report directly to the Conference in Beijing.

2. Having considered the issue thoroughly, the contact group noted that: (1) the word "gender"
had been commonly used and understood in its ordinary, generally accepted usage in numerous other
United Nations forums and conferences; (2) there was no indication that any new meaning or
connotation of the term, different from accepted prior usage, was intended in the Platform for
Action.

3. Accordingly, the contact group reaffirmed that the word "gender" as used in the Platform
for Action was intended to be interpreted and understood as it was in ordinary, generally accepted
usage.  The contact group also agreed that the present report should be read by the President of the
Conference as a president's statement and that the statement should be part of the final report of the
Conference.
– Statement by the President on the Commonly Understood Meaning of the Term “Gender.” Report
of the Fourth World Conference on Women, Annex IV

� (Exact repeat from Annex IV of Beijing Report) – Report of the United Nations Conference on
Human Settlements (Habitat II), Annex V.

GENERATIONAL SOLIDARITY

� Support research and develop comprehensive strategies at the national, regional and local levels
to meet, where appropriate, the challenges of population ageing. Invest more resources in gender-
sensitive research as well as in training and capacity-building in social policies and health care of
older persons, especially the elderly poor, paying special attention to the economic and social se-
curity of older persons, in particular older women; affordable, accessible and appropriate health-
care services; the human rights and dignity of older persons and the productive and useful roles that
they can play in society; support systems to enhance the ability of families and communities to care
for older family members; the ability of the elderly to care for family members and community
victims of HIV/AIDS; and generational solidarity with the goal of maintaining and improving so-
cial cohesion. – ICPD +5  (1999), 21-c.
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� Coordinate multi-sectoral efforts to support the continued integration of older persons with
their families and communities;  – Ageing (2002), 98-b.

GRANDPARENTS

� Providing assistance to grandparents who have been required to assume responsibility for
children, particularly of parents who are affected by serious diseases, including AIDS or leprosy, or
others who are unable to care for their dependants;  – Social Summit (1995), 40 (d).  

� Reinforce the positive role of grandparents in raising grandchildren; Aeging, 106 (c).

HAPPINESS

� Recognizing that the child, for the full and harmonious development of his or her personality,
should grow up in a family environment, in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understand-
ing, – CRC (1990), Preamble. 

� The family has the primary responsibility for the nurturing and protection of children from in-
fancy to adolescence. Introduction of children to the culture, values and norms of their society begins
in the family. For the full and harmonious development of their personality, children should grow up
in a family environment, in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding. Accordingly,
all institutions of society should respect and support the efforts of parents and other care-givers to
nurture and care for children in a family environment. – Children Summit (1990), 18. 

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened. It is entitled to re-
ceive comprehensive protection and support. The primary responsibility for the protection, up-
bringing and development of children rests with the family. All institutions of society should
respect children's rights and secure their well-being and render appropriate assistance to parents,
families, legal guardians and other caregivers so that children can grow and develop in a safe and
stable environment and in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding, bearing in mind
that in different cultural, social and political systems, various forms of the family exist. – Children
Summit +10 (2002), 15. 

HEALTHY INFANT
(See also Pre-natal Care)

� In developing countries, the health status of women remains relatively low, and during the 1980s
poverty, malnutrition and general ill-health in women were even rising. Most women in developing
countries still do not have adequate basic educational opportunities and they lack the means of pro-
moting their health, responsibly controlling their reproductive life and improving their socio-eco-
nomic status. Particular attention should be given to the provision of pre-natal care to ensure
healthy babies. – Agenda 21 (1992), 6.21.

� Reproductive health is a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not
merely the absence of disease or infirmity, in all matters relating to the reproductive system and to
its functions and processes.  Reproductive health therefore implies that people are able to have a
satisfying and safe sex life and that they have the capability to reproduce and the freedom to decide
if, when and how often to do so.  Implicit in this last condition are the right of men and women to
be informed and to have access to safe, effective, affordable and acceptable methods of family
planning of their choice, as well as other methods of their choice for regulation of fertility which
are not against the law, and the right of access to appropriate health-care services that will enable
women to go safely through pregnancy and childbirth and provide couples with the best
chance of having a healthy infant.  In line with the above definition of reproductive health, repro-
ductive health care is defined as the constellation of methods, techniques and services that con-
tribute to reproductive health and well-being by preventing and solving reproductive health
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problems.  It also includes sexual health, the purpose of which is the enhancement of life and per-
sonal relations, and not merely counselling and care related to reproduction and sexually transmit-
ted diseases. – ICPD (1994), 7.2.

� Reproductive health is a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not
merely the absence of disease or infirmity, in all matters relating to the reproductive system and to its
functions and processes.  Reproductive health therefore implies that people are able to have a satisfy-
ing and safe sex life and that they have the capability to reproduce and the freedom to decide if,
when and how often to do so.  Implicit in this last condition are the right of men and women to be in-
formed and to have access to safe, effective, affordable and acceptable methods of family planning of
their choice, as well as other methods of their choice for regulation of fertility which are not against
the law, and the right of access to appropriate health-care services that will enable women to go
safely through pregnancy and childbirth and provide couples with the best chance of having a
healthy infant.  In line with the above definition of reproductive health, reproductive health care is
defined as the constellation of methods, techniques and services that contribute to reproductive
health and well-being by preventing and solving reproductive health problems.  It also includes sex-
ual health, the purpose of which is the enhancement of life and personal relations, and not merely
counselling and care related to reproduction and sexually transmitted diseases. – Beijing (1995), 94.

� Further, women are subject to particular health risks due to inadequate responsiveness and lack of
services to meet health needs related to sexuality and reproduction.  Complications related to preg-
nancy and childbirth are among the leading causes of mortality and morbidity of women of reproduc-
tive age in many parts of the developing world.  Similar problems exist to a certain degree in some
countries with economies in transition.  Unsafe abortions threaten the lives of a large number of
women, representing a grave public health problem as it is primarily the poorest and youngest who
take the highest risk.  Most of these deaths, health problems and injuries are preventable through im-
proved access to adequate health-care services, including safe and effective family planning methods
and emergency obstetric care, recognizing the right of women and men to be informed and to have ac-
cess to safe, effective, affordable and acceptable methods of family planning of their choice, as well as
other methods of their choice for regulation of fertility which are not against the law, and the right of
access to appropriate health-care services that will enable women to go safely through pregnancy and
childbirth and provide couples with the best chance of having a healthy infant.  These problems
and means should be addressed on the basis of the report of the International Conference on Popula-
tion and Development, with particular reference to relevant paragraphs of the Programme of Action of
the Conference. 14/  In most countries, the neglect of women's reproductive rights severely limits their
opportunities in public and private life, including opportunities for education and economic and politi-
cal empowerment.  The ability of women to control their own fertility forms an important basis for the
enjoyment of other rights.  Shared responsibility between women and men in matters related to sexual
and reproductive behaviour is also essential to improving women's health.– Beijing 97.

� Reproductive health is a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not
merely the absence of disease or infirmity, in all matters relating to the reproductive system and to
its functions and processes. Reproductive health therefore implies that people are able to have a
satisfying and safe sex life and that they have the capability to reproduce and the freedom to de-
cide if, when and how often to do so. Implicit in this last condition are the right of men and
women to be informed and to have access to safe, effective, affordable and acceptable methods of
family planning of their choice, as well as other methods of their choice for regulation of fertility
which are not against the law, and the right of access to appropriate health-care services that will
enable women to go safely through pregnancy and childbirth and provide couples with the best
chance of having a healthy infant. In line with the above definition of reproductive health, repro-
ductive health care is defined as the constellation of methods, techniques and services that con-
tribute to reproductive health and well-being by preventing and solving reproductive health
problems. It also includes sexual health, the purpose of which is the enhancement of life and per-
sonal relations, and not merely counselling and care related to reproduction and sexually transmit-
ted diseases. – Beijing +5 (2000), 72 (i).
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� In the basic reproductive health services component - information and routine services for
prenatal, normal and safe delivery and post-natal care; abortion (as specified in paragraph 8.25);
information, education and communication about reproductive health, including sexually transmitted
diseases, human sexuality and responsible parenthood, and against harmful practices; adequate coun-
selling; diagnosis and treatment for sexually transmitted diseases and other reproductive tract infec-
tions, as feasible; prevention of infertility and appropriate treatment, where feasible; and referrals,
education and counselling services for sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS, and for
pregnancy and delivery complications; – ICPD (1994), 13.14 (b).

� The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to the enjoyment of
the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health. 2.  The steps to be taken by the States
Parties to the present Covenant to achieve the full realization of this right shall include those neces-
sary for: (a) The provision for the reduction of the stillbirth-rate and of infant mortality and for
the healthy development of the child; – ICESCR, Article 12-2(a).

HIV/AIDS and FAMILY

� Commit ourselves also to addressing as a priority the vulnerabilities faced by children affected by
and living with HIV; providing support and rehabilitation to these children and their families,
women and the elderly, particularly in their role as caregivers; promoting child oriented HIV/AIDS
policies and programmes and increased protection for children orphaned and affected by HIV/AIDS;
ensuring access to treatment and intensifying efforts to develop new treatments for children; and build-
ing, where needed, and supporting the social security systems that protect them; HIV/AIDS (2006), 32.

� By 2005, ensure: that a wide range of prevention programmes which take account of local circum-
stances, ethics and cultural values, is available in all countries, particularly the most affected countries,
including information, education and communication, in languages most understood by communities
and respectful of cultures, aimed at reducing risk-taking behaviour and encouraging responsible sexual
behaviour, including abstinence and fidelity; expanded access to essential commodities, including
male and female condoms and sterile injecting equipment; harm reduction efforts related to drug use;
expanded access to voluntary and confidential counselling and testing; safe blood supplies; and early
and effective treatment of sexually transmittable infections; – HIV/AIDS (2001), 52. 

� The objectives are:
(a)  To address adolescent sexual and reproductive health issues, including unwanted pregnancy,

unsafe abortion and sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS, through the promotion of re-
sponsible and healthy reproductive and sexual behaviour, including voluntary abstinence, and the
provision of appropriate services and counselling specifically suitable for that age group;

(b)  To substantially reduce all adolescent pregnancies. – ICPD (1994), 7.44.

� Reaffirm that the prevention of HIV infection must be the mainstay of national, regional and
international responses to the pandemic, and therefore commit ourselves to intensifying efforts to en-
sure that a wide range of prevention programmes that take account of local circumstances, ethics and
cultural values is available in all countries, particularly the most affected countries, including infor-
mation, education and communication, in languages most understood by communities and respectful
of cultures, aimed at reducing risk taking behaviours and encouraging responsible sexual behaviour,
including abstinence and fidelity; expanded access to essential commodities, including male and fe-
male condoms and sterile injecting equipment; harm reduction efforts related to drug use; expanded
access to voluntary and confidential counselling and testing; safe blood supplies; and early and effec-
tive treatment of sexually transmitted infections;  – HIV/AIDS (2006), 22. 

� “In the sexually transmitted diseases/HIV/AIDS prevention programme component - mass
media and in-school education programmes, promotion of voluntary abstinence and responsible
sexual behaviour and expanded distribution of condoms; (ICPD 13.14-c)
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HUSBAND

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened.  It is entitled to re-
ceive comprehensive protection and support. In different cultural, political and social systems, vari-
ous forms of the family exist.  Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the intending
spouses, and husband and wife should be equal partners. – Social Summit (1995), 80.

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened.  It is entitled to re-
ceive comprehensive protection and support.  In different cultural, political and social systems, vari-
ous forms of the family exist.  Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the intending
spouses, and husband and wife should be equal partners. – ICPD (1994), Principle 9.
� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened.  It is entitled to re-
ceive comprehensive protection and support.  In different cultural, political and social systems, vari-
ous forms of the family exist.  Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the intending
spouses, and husband and wife should be equal partners.  The rights, capabilities and responsibili-
ties of family members must be respected.  Human settlements planning should take into account the
constructive role of the family in the design, development and management of such settlements.  So-
ciety should facilitate, as appropriate, all necessary conditions for its integration, reunification,
preservation, improvement, and protection within adequate shelter and with access to basic services
and a sustainable livelihood. – Habitat (1996), 31.

� Reaffirm that the family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened. It is en-
titled to receive comprehensive protection and support. In different cultural, political and social sys-
tems, various forms of the family exist. Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the
intending spouses, and husband and wife should be equal partners. The rights, capabilities and re-
sponsibilities of family members must be respected. Human settlements planning should take into
account the constructive role of the family in the design, development and management of such set-
tlements. Society should facilitate, as appropriate, all necessary conditions for its integration, reunifi-
cation, preservation, improvement and protection within adequate shelter and with access to basic
services and a sustainable livelihood; – Habitat +5 (2001), 30.

IMPACT ON FAMILIES

� Promote or improve information programmes and measures including treatment for the elimi-
nation of the increasing substance abuse among women and adolescent girls, including informa-
tion campaigns about the risks to health and other consequences and its impact on families;  –
Beijing +5 (2000), 72 (q).

LOVE

� Recognizing that the child, for the full and harmonious development of his or her personality,
should grow up in a family environment, in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understand-
ing, – CRC (1990), Preamble. 

� The family has the primary responsibility for the nurturing and protection of children from in-
fancy to adolescence. Introduction of children to the culture, values and norms of their society begins
in the family. For the full and harmonious development of their personality, children should grow
up in a family environment, in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding. Accord-
ingly, all institutions of society should respect and support the efforts of parents and other care-givers
to nurture and care for children in a family environment. – Children Summit (1990), 18. 

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened. It is entitled to receive
comprehensive protection and support. The primary responsibility for the protection, upbringing and
development of children rests with the family. All institutions of society should respect children's rights
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and secure their well-being and render appropriate assistance to parents, families, legal guardians and
other caregivers so that children can grow and develop in a safe and stable environment and in an at-
mosphere of happiness, love and understanding, bearing in mind that in different cultural, social and
political systems, various forms of the family exist. – Children Summit +10 (2002), 15. 

MARRIAGE

� (1) Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have
the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights as to marriage, during
marriage and at its dissolution.  (2) Marriage shall be entered into only with the free and full consent
of the intending spouses. – Universal Declaration (1948), Article 16 (1) and (2)

� 2. The right of men and women of marriageable age to marry and to found a family shall be rec-
ognized.
3. No marriage shall be entered into without the free and full consent of the intending spouses.
4. States Parties to the present Covenant shall take appropriate steps to ensure equality of rights
and responsibilities of spouses as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution. In the
case of dissolution, provision shall be made for the necessary protection of any children. – ICCPR,
Article 23 – 2, 3, 4.

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened.  It is entitled to re-
ceive comprehensive protection and support. In different cultural, political and social systems, vari-
ous forms of the family exist.  Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the intending
spouses, and husband and wife should be equal partners. – Social Summit (1995), 80.

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened.  It is entitled to re-
ceive comprehensive protection and support.  In different cultural, political and social systems, vari-
ous forms of the family exist.  Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the intending
spouses, and husband and wife should be equal partners. – ICPD (1994), Principle 9.

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened.  It is entitled to re-
ceive comprehensive protection and support.  In different cultural, political and social systems, vari-
ous forms of the family exist.  Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the intending
spouses, and husband and wife should be equal partners.  The rights, capabilities and responsibili-
ties of family members must be respected.  Human settlements planning should take into account the
constructive role of the family in the design, development and management of such settlements.  So-
ciety should facilitate, as appropriate, all necessary conditions for its integration, reunification,
preservation, improvement, and protection within adequate shelter and with access to basic services
and a sustainable livelihood. – Habitat Agenda (1996), 31.

� Reaffirm that the family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened. It is enti-
tled to receive comprehensive protection and support. In different cultural, political and social sys-
tems, various forms of the family exist. Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the
intending spouses, and husband and wife should be equal partners. The rights, capabilities and re-
sponsibilities of family members must be respected. Human settlements planning should take into ac-
count the constructive role of the family in the design, development and management of such
settlements. Society should facilitate, as appropriate, all necessary conditions for its integration, re-
unification, preservation, improvement and protection within adequate shelter and with access to
basic services and a sustainable livelihood; – Habitat +5 (2001), 30.

� States Parties shall take effective and appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against
persons with disabilities in all matters relating to marriage, family, parenthood and relationships, on
an equal basis with others, so as to ensure that:  (a) The right of all persons with disabilities who
are of marriageable age to marry and to found a family on the basis of free and full consent of
the intending spouses is recognized; – Disabilities (2006), 23-1(a).
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MATERNAL HEALTH
(See also Healthy Infant , Pre-Natal Care and Reprodcutive Health Care)

� Implement, as a matter of urgency, in accordance with country-specific conditions and legal sys-
tems, measures to ensure that women and men have the same right to decide freely and responsibly
on the number and spacing of their children and have access to the information, education and
means, as appropriate, to enable them to exercise this right in keeping with their freedom, dignity
and personally held values, taking into account ethical and cultural considerations. Governments
should take active steps to implement programmes to establish and strengthen preventive and cura-
tive health facilities, which include women-centred, women-managed, safe and effective reproduc-
tive health care and affordable, accessible services, as appropriate, for the responsible planning of
family size, in keeping with freedom, dignity and personally held values, taking into account ethical
and cultural considerations. Programmes should focus on providing comprehensive health care, in-
cluding pre-natal care, education and information on health and responsible parenthood and should
provide the opportunity for all women to breast-feed fully, at least during the first four months post-
partum. Programmes should fully support women's productive and reproductive roles and well-
being, with special attention to the need for providing equal and improved health care for all
children and the need to reduce the risk of maternal and child mortality and sickness; – Agenda
21 (1992), 3.8 (j). 

� Governments should take active steps to implement programmes to establish and strengthen
preventive and curative health facilities that include women-centred, women-managed, safe and ef-
fective reproductive health care and affordable, accessible services, as appropriate, for the responsi-
ble planning of family size, in keeping with freedom, dignity and personally held values and taking
into account ethical and cultural considerations. Programmes should focus on providing comprehen-
sive health care, including pre-natal care, education and information on health and responsible par-
enthood and should provide the opportunity for all women to breast-feed fully, at least during the
first four months post-partum. Programmes should fully support women's productive and repro-
ductive roles and well being, with special attention to the need for providing equal and im-
proved health care for all children and the need to reduce the risk of maternal and child
mortality and sickness. – Agenda 21 (1992), 5.51.

MEN

� Equal rights, opportunities and access to resources, equal sharing of responsibilities for the
family by men and women, and a harmonious partnership between them are critical to their
well-being and that of their families as well as to the consolidation of democracy;  Beijing, (1995),
Declaration, 15.

� Special efforts should be made to emphasize men's shared responsibility and promote their
active involvement in responsible parenthood, sexual and reproductive behaviour, including family
planning; prenatal, maternal and child health; prevention of sexually transmitted diseases, including
HIV; prevention of unwanted and high-risk pregnancies; shared control and contribution to family
income, children's education, health and nutrition; and recognition and promotion of the equal value
of children of both sexes.  Male responsibilities in family life must be included in the education
of children from the earliest ages. Special emphasis should be placed on the prevention of violence
against women and children. – ICPD (1994), 4.27.

MIGRANTS

� Documented migrants are those who satisfy all the legal requirements to enter, stay and, if ap-
plicable, hold employment in the country of destination.  In some countries, many documented mi-
grants have, over time, acquired the right to long-term residence.  In such cases, the integration of
documented migrants into the host society is generally desirable, and for that purpose it is important
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to extend to them the same social, economic and legal rights as those enjoyed by citizens, in accor-
dance with national legislation.  The family reunification of documented migrants is an important
factor in international migration.  It is also important to protect documented migrants and their
families from racism, ethnocentrism and xenophobia, and to respect their physical integrity, dig-
nity, religious beliefs and cultural values. – ICPD (1994), 10.9.

� In order to promote the integration of documented migrants having the right to long-term residence,
Governments of receiving countries are urged to consider giving them civil and political rights and re-
sponsibilities, as appropriate, and facilitating their naturalization.  Special efforts should be made to en-
hance the integration of the children of long-term migrants by providing them with educational and
training opportunities equal to those of nationals, allowing them to exercise an economic activity, and fa-
cilitating the naturalization of those who have been raised in the receiving country.  Consistent with arti-
cle 10 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and all other relevant universally recognized human
rights instruments, all Governments, particularly those of receiving countries, must recognize the vital
importance of family reunification and promote its integration into their national legislation in
order to ensure the protection of the unity of the families of documented migrants. Governments of
receiving countries must ensure the protection of migrants and their families, giving priority to pro-
grammes and strategies that combat religious intolerance, racism, ethnocentrism, xenophobia and gender
discrimination and that generate the necessary public sensitivity in that regard. – ICPD (1994), 10.12.

MOTHER

� Motherhood and childhood are entitled to special care and assistance.  All children,
whether born in or out of wedlock, shall enjoy the same social protection. – Universal Declaration,
Article 25-2.

� The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that: Special protection should be ac-
corded to mothers during a reasonable period before and after childbirth.  During such period
working mothers should be accorded paid leave or leave with adequate social security benefits. –
ICESCR, Article 10-2.

� To ensure appropriate pre-natal and post-natal health care for mothers – CRC (1990), Arti-
cle 24-2(d).

� National and regional training institutions should promote broad intersectoral approaches to pre-
vention and control of communicable diseases, including training in epidemiology and community
prevention and control, immunology, molecular biology and the application of new vaccines. Health
education materials should be developed for use by community workers and for the education of
mothers for the prevention and treatment of diarrhoeal diseases in the home. – Agenda 21, 6.16.

� The development of human resources for the health of children, youth and women should in-
clude reinforcement of educational institutions, promotion of interactive methods of education for
health and increased use of mass media in disseminating information to the target groups. This re-
quires the training of more community health workers, nurses, midwives, physicians, social scientists
and educators, the education of mothers, families and communities and the strengthening of min-
istries of education, health, population etc. – Agenda 21, 6.30.

� Countries are strongly urged to enact laws and to implement programmes and policies which
will enable employees of both sexes to organize their family and work responsibilities through flexi-
ble work-hours, parental leave, day-care facilities, maternity leave, policies that enable working
mothers to breast-feed their children, health insurance and other such measures.  Similar rights
should be ensured to those working in the informal sector. – ICPD, 4.13.

� Governments, in cooperation with employers, should provide and promote means to facilitate
compatibility between labour force participation and parental responsibilities, especially for single-
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parent households with young children.  Such means could include health insurance and social secu-
rity, day- care centres and facilities for breast-feeding mothers within the work premises, kinder-
gartens, part-time jobs, paid parental leave, paid maternity leave, flexible work schedules, and
reproductive and child health services. – ICPD 5.3.

� For infants and children to receive the best nutrition and for specific protection against a range
of diseases, breast-feeding should be protected, promoted and supported.  By means of legal, eco-
nomic, practical and emotional support, mothers should be enabled to breast-feed their infants
exclusively for four to six months without food or drink supplementation and to continue breast-
feeding infants with appropriate and adequate complementary food up to the age of two years or be-
yond. To achieve these goals, Governments should promote public information on the benefits of
breast-feeding; health personnel should receive training on the management of breast-feeding; and
countries should examine ways and means to implement fully the WHO International Code of Mar-
keting of Breast Milk Substitutes. – ICPD 8.18.

� The relationship between education and demographic and social changes is one of interdepend-
ence.  There is a close and complex relationship among education, marriage age, fertility, mortality,
mobility and activity.  The increase in the education of women and girls contributes to greater em-
powerment of women, to a postponement of the age of marriage and to a reduction in the size of
families. When mothers are better educated, their children's survival rate tends to increase.
Broader access to education is also a factor in internal migration and the composition of the working
population. – ICPD 11.3

� 21/  Safe motherhood aims at attaining optimal maternal and newborn health.  It implies reduc-
tion of maternal mortality and morbidity and enhancement of the health of newborn infants through
equitable access to primary health care, including family planning, prenatal, delivery and post-natal
care for the mother and infant, and access to essential obstetric and neonatal care (World Health Or-
ganization, Health Population and Development, WHO Position Paper, Geneva, 1994
(WHO/FHE/94.1)). – ICPD endnote.

� Women play a critical role in the family.  The family is the basic unit of society and as such
should be strengthened.  It is entitled to receive comprehensive protection and support.  In different
cultural, political and social systems, various forms of the family exist.  The rights, capabilities and
responsibilities of family members must be respected.  Women make a great contribution to the wel-
fare of the family and to the development of society, which is still not recognized or considered in
its full importance.  The social significance of maternity, motherhood and the role of parents in
the family and in the upbringing of children should be acknowledged. The upbringing of chil-
dren requires shared responsibility of parents, women and men and society as a whole.  Maternity,
motherhood, parenting and the role of women in procreation must not be a basis for discrimination
nor restrict the full participation of women in society.  Recognition should also be given to the im-
portant role often played by women in many countries in caring for other members of their family. –
Beijing (1995),  29.  

� By Governments, educational institutions and communities:
(a) Ensure the availability of a broad range of educational and training programmes that lead to on-

going acquisition by women and girls of the knowledge and skills required for living in, contributing
to and benefiting from their communities and nations;

(b) Provide support for child care and other services to enable mothers to continue their school-
ing; – Beijing (1995), 38.

� Women play a critical role in the family. The family is the basic unit of society and is a
strong force for social cohesion and integration and as such should be strengthened. The inade-
quate support to women and insufficient protection and support to their respective families affect so-
ciety as a whole and undermines efforts to achieve gender equality. In different cultural, political and
social systems, various forms of the family exist and the rights, capabilities and responsibilities of
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family members must be respected. Women's social and economic contributions to the welfare of the
family and the social significance of maternity and paternity continue to be inadequately addressed.
Motherhood and fatherhood and the role of parents and legal guardians in the family and in
the upbringing of children and the importance of all family members to the family's well-being
is also acknowledged and must not be a basis for discrimination. Women also continue to bear a dis-
proportionate share of the household responsibilities and the care of children, the sick and the elderly.
Such imbalance needs to be consistently addressed through appropriate policies and programmes, in
particular those geared towards education and through legislation where appropriate. In order to
achieve full partnership, both in public and private spheres, both women and men must be enabled to
reconcile and share equally work responsibilities and family responsibilities. – Beijing +5 (2000), 60. 

� HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases, the transmission of which is sometimes a
consequence of sexual violence, are having a devastating effect on women's health, particularly the
health of adolescent girls and young women.  They often do not have the power to insist on safe and
responsible sex practices and have little access to information and services for prevention and treat-
ment.  Women, who represent half of all adults newly infected with HIV/AIDS and other sexually
transmitted diseases, have emphasized that social vulnerability and the unequal power relationships
between women and men are obstacles to safe sex, in their efforts to control the spread of sexually
transmitted diseases.  The consequences of HIV/AIDS reach beyond women's health to their role
as mothers and caregivers and their contribution to the economic support of their families.  The
social, developmental and health consequences of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases
need to be seen from a gender perspective. – Beijing 98.

� Promote public information on the benefits of breast-feeding; examine ways and means of im-
plementing fully the WHO/UNICEF International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes, and
enable mothers to breast-feed their infants by providing legal, economic, practical and emotional
support; – Beijing 106 (r).

� Recognize, support and promote the fundamental role of intermediate institutions, such as pri-
mary health-care centres, family-planning centres, existing school health services, mother and baby
protection services, centres for migrant families and so forth in the field of information and educa-
tion related to abuse; Beijing 125 (f).

� Ensure, through legislation, incentives and/or encouragement, opportunities for women and men
to take job-protected parental leave and to have parental benefits; promote the equal sharing of re-
sponsibilities for the family by men and women, including through appropriate legislation, incen-
tives and/or encouragement, and also promote the facilitation of breast-feeding for working mothers;
– Beijing 179-c.

� Strengthen vital statistical systems and incorporate gender analysis into publications and re-
search; give priority to gender differences in research design and in data collection and analysis in
order to improve data on morbidity; and improve data collection on access to health services, includ-
ing access to comprehensive sexual and reproductive health services, maternal care and family plan-
ning, with special priority for adolescent mothers and for elder care; – Beijing 206-i.

MULTIGENERATIONAL FAMILIES

� Governments should maintain and further develop mechanisms to document changes and under-
take studies on family composition and structure, especially on the prevalence of one-person house-
holds, and single-parent and multigenerational families. – ICPD (1994), 5.6.

� Governments should support and develop the appropriate mechanisms to assist families caring
for children, the dependent elderly and family members with disabilities, including those resulting
from HIV/AIDS, encourage the sharing of those responsibilities by men and women, and support the
viability of multigenerational families. – ICPD (1994), 5.11.
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� All levels of government in medium- and long-term socio-economic planning should take into
account the increasing numbers and proportions of elderly people in the population.  Governments
should develop social security systems that ensure greater intergenerational and intragenerational eq-
uity and solidarity and that provide support to elderly people through the encouragement of multi-
generational families, and the provision of long-term support and services for growing numbers of
frail older people. – ICPD (1994), 6.18.

� Recognition of the crucial importance of families, intergenerational interdependence, soli-
darity and reciprocity for social development; – Ageing (2002), 12-(g).

� At the family and community level, intergenerational ties can be valuable for everyone. De-
spite geographic mobility and other pressures of contemporary life that can keep people apart, the
great majority of people in all cultures maintain close relations with their families throughout their
lives. These relationships work in both directions, with older persons often providing significant con-
tributions both financially and, crucially, in the education and care of grandchildren and other kin.
All sectors of society, including Governments, should aim to strengthen those ties. Nevertheless, it is
important to recognize that living with younger generations is not always the preferred or best option
for older persons. – Ageing (2002), 43.

NATIONAL LAWS

� The implementation of the recommendations contained in the Programme of Action is the sov-
ereign right of each country, consistent with national laws and development priorities, with full
respect for the various religious and ethical values and cultural backgrounds of its people, and in
conformity with universally recognized international human rights. – ICPD (1994), Principles.

� To achieve these goals and targets, taking into account the best interests of the child, consistent
with national laws, religious and ethical values and cultural backgrounds of its people, and in con-
formity with all human rights and fundamental freedoms, we will carry out the following strategies
and actions: – Childrens Summit 2002, 37.

NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE PROCESS

� In no case should abortion be promoted as a method of family planning.  All Governments and
relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations are urged to strengthen their com-
mitment to women's health, to deal with the health impact of unsafe abortion as a major public health
concern and to reduce the recourse to abortion through expanded and improved family-planning
services.  Prevention of unwanted pregnancies must always be given the highest priority and every
attempt should be made to eliminate the need for abortion.  Women who have unwanted pregnancies
should have ready access to reliable information and compassionate counselling. Any measures or
changes related to abortion within the health system can only be determined at the national or
local level according to the national legislative process. In circumstances where abortion is not
against the law, such abortion should be safe.  In all cases, women should have access to quality
services for the management of complications arising from abortion.  Post-abortion counselling, edu-
cation and family-planning services should be offered promptly, which will also help to avoid repeat
abortions. – ICPD (1994), 8.25. 

� In the light of paragraph 8.25 of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development, which states:  "In no case should abortion be promoted as a method of
family planning.  All Governments and relevant intergovernmental and non-governmental organiza-
tions are urged to strengthen their commitment to women's health, to deal with the health impact of
unsafe abortion as a major public health concern and to reduce the recourse to abortion through ex-
panded and improved family-planning services.  Prevention of unwanted pregnancies must always be
given the highest priority and every attempt should be made to eliminate the need for abortion.
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Women who have unwanted pregnancies should have ready access to reliable information and com-
passionate counselling.  Any measures or changes related to abortion within the health system
can only be determined at the national or local level according to the national legislative
process. In circumstances where abortion is not against the law, such abortion should be safe.  In all
cases, women should have access to quality services for the management of complications arising
from abortion.  Post-abortion counselling, education and family-planning services should be offered
promptly, which will also help to avoid repeat abortions", consider reviewing laws containing puni-
tive measures against women who have undergone illegal abortions; – Beijing (1995). 106-k. 

� In no case should abortion be promoted as a method of family planning. All Governments and rele-
vant intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations are urged to strengthen their commitment
to women's health, to deal with the health impact of unsafe abortion as a major public-health concern
and to reduce the recourse to abortion through expanded and improved family planning services. Pre-
vention of unwanted pregnancies must always be given the highest priority and every attempt should be
made to eliminate the need for abortion. Women who have unwanted pregnancies should have ready ac-
cess to reliable information and compassionate counselling. Any measures or changes related to abor-
tion within the health system can only be determined at the national or local level according to the
national legislative process. In circumstances where abortion is not against the law, such abortion
should be safe. In all cases, women should have access to quality services for the management of com-
plications arising from abortion. Post-abortion counselling, education and family planning services
should be offered promptly, which will also help to avoid repeat abortions. – ICPD +5 (1999), 63 (i).

NATURAL GROUP UNIT – FAMILY 

� The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection
by society and the State. – Universal Declaration (1948), Article 16 (3)

� The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection
by society and the State. – ICCPR, Article 23 – 1.

� Convinced that the family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is enti-
tled to protection by society and the State, and that persons with disabilities and their family members
should receive the necessary protection and assistance to enable families to contribute towards the
full and equal enjoyment of the rights of persons with disabilities, – Disabilities (2006), Preamble (x).

� Convinced that the family, as the fundamental group of society and the natural environment
for the growth and well-being of all its members and particularly children, should be afforded
the necessary protection and assistance so that it can fully assume its responsibilities within the com-
munity, – CRC (1990), Preamble, paragraph 5.

� Half a million mothers die each year from causes related to childbirth. Safe motherhood must be
promoted in all possible ways. Emphasis must be placed on responsible planning of family size and
on child spacing. The family, as a fundamental group and natural environment for the growth
and well-being of children, should be given all necessary protection and assistance. – Children’s
Summit (1990), 14.

� The widest possible protection and assistance should be accorded to the family, which is the
natural and fundamental group unit of society, particularly for its establishment and while it is re-
sponsible for the care and education of dependent children. Marriage must be entered into with the
free consent of the intending spouses. – ICESCR (1976), Article 10-1.

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT FOR CHILDREN

� Half a million mothers die each year from causes related to childbirth. Safe motherhood must be
promoted in all possible ways. Emphasis must be placed on responsible planning of family size and
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on child spacing. The family, as a fundamental group and natural environment for the growth
and well-being of children, should be given all necessary protection and assistance. – Children’s
Summit (1990), 14.

NURTURING ROLE OF FAMILY

� The family has the primary responsibility for the nurturing and protection of children
from infancy to adolescence. Introduction of children to the culture, values and norms of their soci-
ety begins in the family. For the full and harmonious development of their personality, children
should grow up in a family environment, in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding. Ac-
cordingly, all institutions of society should respect and support the efforts of parents and other care-
givers to nurture and care for children in a family environment. – Children Summit (1990), 18.

� Helping the family in its supporting, educating and nurturing roles in contributing to social
integration should involve:  (a) Encouraging social and economic policies that are designed to meet
the needs of families and their individual members, especially the most disadvantaged and vulnera-
ble members, with particular attention to the care of children;  (b) Ensuring opportunities for family
members to understand and meet their social responsibilities;  (c) Promoting mutual respect, toler-
ance and cooperation within the family and within society;  (d) Promoting equal partnership be-
tween women and men in the family. – Social Summit (1995), 81.

� Recognize that the family is the basic unit of society and that it plays a key role in social devel-
opment and is a strong force of social cohesion and integration. In different cultural, political and so-
cial systems, various forms of the family exist. Further recognize that equality and equity between
women and men and respect for the rights of all family members are essential for family well-being
and for society at large, and promote appropriate actions to meet the needs of families and their indi-
vidual members, particularly in the areas of economic support and provision of social services.
Greater attention should be paid to helping the family in its supporting, educating and nurtur-
ing roles, to the causes and consequences of family disintegration, and to the adoption of meas-
ures to reconcile work and family life for women and men. – Social Summit +5 (2000), III 56. 

� Recognize that stable, supportive and nurturing family relationships, supported by com-
munities and, where available, professional services, can provide a vital shield against sub-
stance abuse, particularly among minors. Schools and the media, inter alia, through the use of
information technologies, including the Internet, should be encouraged to provide young people with
information on the dangers of substance abuse and addiction and on how to seek help. – Social Sum-
mit +5 (2000), III, 72.

ORPHANS

� We will work to ameliorate the plight of millions of children who live under especially difficult
circumstances - as victims of apartheid and foreign occupation; orphans and street children and
children of migrant workers; the displaced children and victims of natural and man-made disasters;
the disabled and the abused, the socially disadvantaged and the exploited. Refugee children must be
helped to find new roots in life. We will work for special protection of the working child and for the
abolition of illegal child labour. We will do our best to ensure that children are not drawn into be-
coming victims of the scourge of illicit drugs. – Children’s Summit (1990), Declaration 20 (7).

� Governments should assist single-parent families, and pay special attention to the needs of
widows and orphans. All efforts should be made to assist the building of family-like ties in espe-
cially difficult circumstances, for example, those involving street children. – ICPD (1994), 5.13

� In many parts of the world, especially Africa, the HIV/AIDS pandemic has forced older women,
already living in difficult circumstances, to take on the added burden of caring for children and
grandchildren with HIV/AIDS and for grandchildren orphaned by AIDS. At a time when it is
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more normal for adult children to look after their ageing parents, many older persons find themselves
with the unexpected responsibility of caring for frail children or with the task of becoming sole
parents to grandchildren. – Ageing (2002), 103.

� By 2003, develop and by 2005 implement national policies and strategies to: build and
strengthen governmental, family and community capacities to provide a supportive environment
for orphans and girls and boys infected and affected by HIV/AIDS including by providing appropri-
ate counseling and psycho-social support; ensuring their enrolment in school and access to shelter,
good nutrition, health and social services on an equal basis with other children; to protect orphans
and vulnerable children from all forms of abuse, violence, exploitation, discrimination, trafficking
and loss of inheritance. – Children Summit +10 (2002), 46 (c).

� By 2003, develop and by 2005 implement national policies and strategies to: build and
strengthen governmental, family and community capacities to provide a supportive environment
for orphans and girls and boys infected and affected by HIV/AIDS including by providing appropri-
ate counselling and psycho-social support; ensuring their enrolment in school and access to shelter,
good nutrition, health and social services on an equal basis with other children; to protect orphans
and vulnerable children from all forms of abuse, violence, exploitation, discrimination, trafficking
and loss of inheritance; – HIV/AIDS (2001), 65.

� To provide special assistance to children orphaned by HIV/AIDS. – Millennium Declaration
(2000), 19.

� Providing social and educational support to communities, households, orphans and children af-
fected by HIV/AIDS. – Social Summit +5 (2000), 97 (f).

PARENTS

� The child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have the right from birth to a
name, the right to acquire a nationality and. as far as possible, the right to know and be cared for
by his or her parents. – CRC (1990), Article 7-1.

� States Parties shall use their best efforts to ensure recognition of the principle that both parents
have common responsibilities for the upbringing and development of the child. Parents or, as the
case may be, legal guardians, have the primary responsibility for the upbringing and develop-
ment of the child. The best interests of the child will be their basic concern. – CRC (1990), Article
18-1.

PARENTAL GUIDANCE
(See also Parental Rights, Duties and Responsibilities)

� Everyone has the right to education, which shall be directed to the full development of human
resources, and human dignity and potential, with particular attention to women and the girl child.  Ed-
ucation should be designed to strengthen respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, includ-
ing those relating to population and development. The best interests of the child shall be the
guiding principle of those responsible for his or her education and guidance; that responsibility
lies in the first place with the parents. – ICPD (1994),  II,  Principle 10.

� Youth should be actively involved in the planning, implementation and evaluation of develop-
ment activities that have a direct impact on their daily lives.  This is especially important with respect
to information, education and communication activities and services concerning reproductive and
sexual health, including the prevention of early pregnancies, sex education and the prevention of
HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases.  Access to, as well as confidentiality and privacy
of, these services must be ensured with the support and guidance of their parents and in line
with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. – ICPD (1994), 6.15.
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� Develop at national and other levels, as appropriate, action plans for adolescents and youth,
based on gender equity and equality, that cover education, professional and vocational training and
income-generating opportunities. Such programmes should include support mechanisms for the ed-
ucation and counselling of adolescents in the areas of gender relations and equality, violence against
adolescents, responsible sexual behaviour, responsible family planning practices, family life, repro-
ductive health, sexually transmitted diseases, HIV infection and AIDS prevention (Programme of
Action, para. 7.47). Adolescents and youth themselves should be fully involved in the design and
implementation of such information and services, with proper regard for parental guidance and
responsibilities. Special attention should be devoted to vulnerable and disadvantaged youth; –
ICPD +5  (1999), 73 (c).

� States Parties shall respect the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents or, where applicable,
the members of the extended family or community as provided for by local custom, legal guardians
or other persons legally responsible for the child, to provide, in a manner consistent with the evolv-
ing capacities of the child, appropriate direction and guidance in the exercise by the child of the
rights recognized in the present Convention. – CRC (1990), Article 5.

PARENTAL RIGHTS, DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

� States Parties shall respect the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents or, where appli-
cable, the members of the extended family or community as provided for by local custom, legal
guardians or other persons legally responsible for the child, to provide, in a manner consistent with
the evolving capacities of the child, appropriate direction and guidance in the exercise by the child of
the rights recognized in the present Convention. – CRC (1990), Article 5.

� Establish or strengthen both school-based and community-based health education programmes
for children, adolescents and adults, with special attention to girls and women, on a whole range of
health issues, as one of the prerequisites for social development, recognizing the rights, duties and
responsibilities of parents and other persons legally responsible for children consistent with the
Convention on the Rights of the Child;  – Social Summit (1995), Declaration (1995), Commitment 6
(l).

� Ensure that children, particularly girls, enjoy their rights and promote the exercise of those
rights by making education, adequate nutrition and health care accessible to them, consistent with the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, 13/ and recognizing the rights, duties and responsibilities
of parents and other persons legally responsible for children; – Social Summit (1995), Declaration
(1995), Commitment 6 (c).

� States Parties undertake to ensure the child such protection and care as is necessary for his or
her well-being, taking into account the rights and duties of his or her parents, legal guardians, or
other individuals legally responsible for him or her, and, to this end, shall take all appropriate legisla-
tive and administrative measures. – CRC (1990), Article 3-2.

� States Parties shall respect the rights and duties of the parents and, when applicable, legal
guardians, to provide direction to the child in the exercise of his or her right in a manner consistent
with the evolving capacities of the child. – CRC (1990), Article 14-2.

� Recognizing the rights, duties and responsibilities of parents and other persons legally re-
sponsible for adolescents to provide, in a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the ado-
lescent, appropriate direction and guidance in sexual and reproductive matters, countries must ensure
that the programmes and attitudes of health-care providers do not restrict the access of adolescents to
appropriate services and the information they need, including on sexually transmitted diseases and
sexual abuse.  In doing so, and in order to, inter alia, address sexual abuse, these services must safe-
guard the rights of adolescents to privacy, confidentiality, respect and informed consent, respecting
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cultural values and religious beliefs.  In this context, countries should, where appropriate, remove
legal, regulatory and social barriers to reproductive health information and care for adolescents. –
ICPD (1994), 7.45

� To be most effective, education about population issues must begin in primary school and con-
tinue through all levels of formal and non-formal education, taking into account the rights and re-
sponsibilities of parents and the needs of children and adolescents.  Where such programmes already
exist, curricula should be reviewed, updated and broadened with a view to ensuring adequate cover-
age of such important concerns as gender sensitivity, reproductive choices and responsibilities, and
sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS.  To ensure acceptance of population education
programmes by the community, population education projects should emphasize consultation with
parents and community leaders.– ICPD (1994), 11.9.

� Age-appropriate education, especially for adolescents, about the issues considered in the present
Programme of Action should begin in the home and community and continue through all levels and
channels of formal and non-formal education, taking into account the rights and responsibilities of
parents and the needs of adolescents.  Where such education already exists, curricula and educational
materials should be reviewed, updated and broadened with a view to ensuring adequate coverage of
important population-related issues and to counteract myths and misconceptions about them.  Where
no such education exists, appropriate curricula and materials should be developed.  To ensure accept-
ance, effectiveness and usefulness by the community, education projects should be based on the find-
ings of socio-cultural studies and should involve the active participation of parents and families,
women, youth, the elderly and community leaders. – ICPD (1994), 11.24.

� Governments, non-governmental organizations, the private sector and local communities, as-
sisted upon request by the international community, should strive to mobilize and effectively utilize
the resources for population and development programmes that expand and improve the quality of
reproductive health care, including family-planning and sexually transmitted diseases/HIV/AIDS
prevention efforts.  In line with the goal of the present Programme of Action to ensure universal
availability of and access to high- quality reproductive health and family-planning services, partic-
ular emphasis must be put on meeting the needs of underserved population groups, including ado-
lescents, taking into account the rights and responsibilities of parents and the needs of
adolescents and the rural and the urban poor, and on ensuring the safety of services and their re-
sponsiveness to women, men and adolescents.  In mobilizing resources for these purposes, coun-
tries should examine new modalities such as increased involvement of the private sector, the
selective use of user fees, social marketing, cost-sharing and other forms of cost recovery.  How-
ever, these modalities must not impede access to services and should be accompanied with ade-
quate "safety net" measures. – ICPD (1994), 13.2.

� Ensuring full and equal access to social services, especially education, legal services and health-
care services for women of all ages and children, recognizing the rights, duties and responsibilities
of parents and other persons legally responsible for children, consistent with the Convention on the
Rights of the Child; – Social Summit (1995), 35 (c).

� Prepare and disseminate accessible information, through public health campaigns, the media, re-
liable counselling and the education system, designed to ensure that women and men, particularly
young people, can acquire knowledge about their health, especially information on sexuality and re-
production, taking into account the rights of the child to access to information, privacy, confidential-
ity, respect and informed consent, as well as the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents and
legal guardians to provide, in a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the child, appropri-
ate direction and guidance in the exercise by the child of the rights recognized in the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, and in conformity with the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women; ensure that in all actions concerning children, the best interests of the
child are a primary consideration; – Beijing (1995), 107 (e).



– 35 –

Guide to Family Issues

� Recognize the specific needs of adolescents and implement specific appropriate programmes,
such as education and information on sexual and reproductive health issues and on sexually transmit-
ted diseases, including HIV/AIDS, taking into account the rights of the child and the responsibili-
ties, rights and duties of parents as stated in paragraph 107 (e) above; – Beijing (1995), 107 (g).

� Girls and adolescents may receive a variety of conflicting and confusing messages on their gen-
der roles from their parents, teachers, peers and the media.  Women and men need to work together
with children and youth to break down persistent gender stereotypes, taking into account the rights of
the child and the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents as stated in paragraph 267 below. –
Beijing (1995), 262.

� The International Conference on Population and Development recognized, in paragraph 7.3 of
the Programme of Action, 14/ that "full attention should be given to the promotion of mutually re-
spectful and equitable gender relations and particularly to meeting the educational and service needs
of adolescents to enable them to deal in a positive and responsible way with their sexuality", taking
into account the rights of the child to access to information, privacy, confidentiality, respect and in-
formed consent, as well as the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents and legal guardians to
provide, in a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the child, appropriate direction and
guidance in the exercise by the child of the rights recognized in the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, and in conformity with the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women.  In all actions concerning children, the best interests of the child shall be a primary
consideration.  Support should be given to integral sexual education for young people with parental
support and guidance that stresses the responsibility of males for their own sexuality and fertility
and that help them exercise their responsibilities.  – Beijing (1995), 267.

� The needs of children and youth, particularly with regard to their living environment, have to be
taken fully into account.  Special attention needs to be paid to the participatory processes dealing
with the shaping of cities, towns and neighbourhoods; this is in order to secure the living conditions
of children and of youth and to make use of their insight, creativity and thoughts on the environment.
Special attention must be paid to the shelter needs of vulnerable children, such as street children,
refugee children and children who are victims of sexual exploitation.  Parents and other persons
legally responsible for children have responsibilities, rights and duties, consistent with the Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child, to address these needs. – Habitat (1996), 13.

� With due respect for the rights, duties and responsibilities of parents and in a manner con-
sistent with the evolving capacities of the adolescent, and their right to reproductive health education,
information and care, and respecting their cultural values and religious beliefs, ensure that adoles-
cents, both in and out of school, receive the necessary information, including information on preven-
tion, education, counselling and health services to enable them to make responsible and informed
choices and decisions regarding their sexual and reproductive health needs, in order to, inter alia, re-
duce the number of adolescent pregnancies. Sexually active adolescents will require special family
planning information, counselling and health services, as well as sexually transmitted diseases and
HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment. Those adolescents who become pregnant are at particular risk
and will require special support from their families, health-care providers and the community during
pregnancy, delivery and early childcare. This support should enable these adolescents to continue
their education. Programmes should involve and train all who are in a position to provide guidance to
adolescents concerning responsible sexual and reproductive behaviour, particularly parents and fami-
lies, and also communities, religious institutions, schools, the mass media and peer groups. These
policies and programmes must be implemented on the basis of commitments made at the Interna-
tional Conference on Population and Development and in conformity with relevant existing interna-
tional agreements and conventions; – ICPD +5 (1999), 73 (e).

� Design and implement programmes with the full involvement of adolescents as appropriate, to
provide them with education, information and appropriate, specific, user-friendly and accessible
services without discrimination to address effectively their reproductive and sexual health needs
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taking into account their right to privacy, confidentiality, respect and informed consent and the re-
sponsibilities, rights and duties of parents and legal guardians to provide in a manner consis-
tent with the evolving capacities of the child appropriate direction and guidance in the exercise
by the child of the rights recognized in the Convention on the Rights of the Child13 and in conform-
ity with CEDAW8 and ensuring that in all actions concerning children, the best interests of the child
are a primary consideration. These programmes should, inter alia, build adolescent girls' self esteem
and help them take responsibility for their own lives; promote gender equality and responsible sex-
ual behaviour; raise awareness about, prevent and treat sexually transmitted infections, including
HIV/AIDS and sexual violence and abuse; counsel adolescents on avoiding unwanted and early
pregnancies; – Beijing +5 (2000), 79 (f). 

� Parents, families, legal guardians and other caregivers have the primary role and responsi-
bility for the well-being of children, and must be supported in the performance of their child-rearing
responsibilities. All our policies and programmes should promote the shared responsibility of par-
ents, families, legal guardians and other caregivers, and society as a whole in this regard. – Children
Summit +10 (1990), 32-2.

PORNOGRAPHY

� Encouraging education systems and, to the extent consistent with freedom of expression, com-
munication media to raise people's understanding and awareness of all aspects of social integration,
including gender sensitivity, non-violence, tolerance and solidarity and respect for the diversity of
cultures and interests, and to discourage the exhibition of pornography and the gratuitous depiction
of explicit violence and cruelty in the media; – Social Summit (1995), 16 (d).

� Governments are urged to take the necessary measures to prevent infanticide, prenatal sex
selection, trafficking in girl children and use of girls in prostitution and pornography. – ICPD, 4.23.

� Countries should take effective steps to address the neglect, as well as all types of exploitation
and abuse, of children, adolescents and youth, such as abduction, rape and incest, pornography,
trafficking, abandonment and prostitution.  In particular, countries should take appropriate action to
eliminate sexual abuse of children both within and outside their borders. – ICPD, 5.9

� Violence against women is a manifestation of the historically unequal power relations between
men and women, which have led to domination over and discrimination against women by men and
to the prevention of women's full advancement.  Violence against women throughout the life cycle
derives essentially from cultural patterns, in particular the harmful effects of certain traditional or cus-
tomary practices and all acts of extremism linked to race, sex, language or religion that perpetuate the
lower status accorded to women in the family, the workplace, the community and society.  Violence
against women is exacerbated by social pressures, notably the shame of denouncing certain acts that
have been perpetrated against women; women's lack of access to legal information, aid or protection;
the lack of laws that effectively prohibit violence against women; failure to reform existing laws; in-
adequate efforts on the part of public authorities to promote awareness of and enforce existing laws;
and the absence of educational and other means to address the causes and consequences of violence.
Images in the media of violence against women, in particular those that depict rape or sexual
slavery as well as the use of women and girls as sex objects, including pornography, are factors
contributing to the continued prevalence of such violence, adversely influencing the community at
large, in particular children and young people. – Beijing, 118.

� Violence against women both violates and impairs or nullifies the enjoyment by women of
human rights and fundamental freedoms.  Taking into account the Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence against Women and the work of Special Rapporteurs, gender-based violence, such as batter-
ing and other domestic violence, sexual abuse, sexual slavery and exploitation, and international traf-
ficking in women and children, forced prostitution and sexual harassment, as well as violence against
women, resulting from cultural prejudice, racism and racial discrimination, xenophobia,
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pornography, ethnic cleansing, armed conflict, foreign occupation, religious and anti-religious ex-
tremism and terrorism are incompatible with the dignity and the worth of the human person and must
be combated and eliminated.  Any harmful aspect of certain traditional, customary or modern prac-
tices that violates the rights of women should be prohibited and eliminated.  Governments should
take urgent action to combat and eliminate all forms of violence against women in private and
public life, whether perpetrated or tolerated by the State or private persons. – Beijing, 224.

� Strengthen the implementation of all relevant human rights instruments in order to combat and
eliminate, including through international cooperation, organized and other forms of traffick-
ing in women and children, including trafficking for the purposes of sexual exploitation,
pornography, prostitution and sex tourism, and provide legal and social services to the victims;
this should include provisions for international cooperation to prosecute and punish those responsible
for organized exploitation of women and children; – Beijing, 230 (n).

� Take effective measures or institute such measures, including appropriate legislation against
pornography and the projection of violence against women and children in the media. – Beijing 243
(f).

� Obstacles: Negative, violent and/or degrading images of women, including pornography,
stereotyped portrayals, have increased in different forms using new communication technologies in
some instances, and bias against women remains in the media. Poverty, the lack of access and oppor-
tunities, illiteracy, lack of computer literacy and language barriers, prevent some women from using
the information and communication technologies, including the Internet. Development of and access
to Internet infrastructure is limited especially in developing countries and particularly for women. –
Beijing +5, 29.

� Violence against women and girls is a major obstacle to the achievement of the objectives of
gender equality, development and peace. Violence against women both violates and impairs or nulli-
fies the enjoyment by women of their human rights and fundamental freedoms. Gender based vio-
lence, such as battering and other domestic violence, sexual abuse, sexual slavery and exploitation,
and international trafficking in women and children, forced prostitution and sexual harassment, as
well as violence against women, resulting from cultural prejudice, racism and racial discrimination,
xenophobia, pornography, ethnic cleansing, armed conflict, foreign occupation, religious and anti-
religious extremism and terrorism are incompatible with the dignity and worth of the human per-
son and must be combated and eliminated. – Beijing +5, 59.

� To encourage the ratification and full implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child and its optional protocols on the involvement of children in armed conflict and on the sale
of children, child prostitution and child pornography. – Millenium Declaration, 26.

� Take concerted national and international actions as a matter of urgency to end the sale of chil-
dren and their organs, sexual exploitation and abuse, including the use of children for pornogra-
phy, prostitution and paedophilia, and to combat existing markets. – Children Summit 2002, 40.

� All actors in the Information Society should take appropriate actions and preventive measures,
as determined by law, against abusive uses of ICTs, such as illegal and other acts motivated by
racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia, and related intolerance, hatred, violence, all forms of
child abuse, including paedophilia and child pornography, and trafficking in, and exploitation
of, human beings. – Information Summit, 59.

PRENATAL CARE
See also Healthy Baby

� In the basic reproductive health services component - information and routine services for
prenatal, normal and safe delivery and post-natal care; abortion (as specified in paragraph 8.25);
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information, education and communication about reproductive health, including sexually transmitted
diseases, human sexuality and responsible parenthood, and against harmful practices; adequate coun-
selling; diagnosis and treatment for sexually transmitted diseases and other reproductive tract infec-
tions, as feasible; prevention of infertility and appropriate treatment, where feasible; and referrals,
education and counselling services for sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS, and for
pregnancy and delivery complications; – ICPD (1994), 13.14 (b).

� In developing countries, the health status of women remains relatively low, and during the 1980s
poverty, malnutrition and general ill-health in women were even rising. Most women in developing
countries still do not have adequate basic educational opportunities and they lack the means of pro-
moting their health, responsibly controlling their reproductive life and improving their socio-eco-
nomic status. Particular attention should be given to the provision of pre-natal care to ensure
healthy babies. – Agenda 21 (1992), 6.21.

� We will work for a solid effort of national and international action to enhance children's health,
to promote pre-natal care and to lower infant and child mortality in all countries and among all peo-
ples. We will promote the provision of clean water in all communities for all their children, as well as
universal access to sanitation. – Children Summit Declaration (1990), 20 (2).

� All couples should have access to information on the importance of responsible planning of fam-
ily size and the many advantages of child spacing to avoid pregnancies that are too early, too late, too
many or too frequent. Pre-natal care, clean delivery, access to referral facilities in complicated cases,
tetanus toxoid vaccination and prevention of anaemia and other nutritional deficiencies during preg-
nancy are other important interventions to ensure safe motherhood and a healthy start in life for the
newborn. There is an added benefit of promoting maternal and child health programmes and family
planning together in that, acting synergistically, these activities help accelerate the reduction of both
mortality and fertility rates, and contribute more to lowering rates of population growth than either
type of activity alone. – Children Summit (1990), 17.

� Implement, as a matter of urgency, in accordance with country-specific conditions and legal sys-
tems, measures to ensure that women and men have the same right to decide freely and responsibly
on the number and spacing of their children and have access to the information, education and means,
as appropriate, to enable them to exercise this right in keeping with their freedom, dignity and person-
ally held values, taking into account ethical and cultural considerations. Governments should take ac-
tive steps to implement programmes to establish and strengthen preventive and curative health
facilities, which include women-centred, women-managed, safe and effective reproductive health
care and affordable, accessible services, as appropriate, for the responsible planning of family size, in
keeping with freedom, dignity and personally held values, taking into account ethical and cultural
considerations. Programmes should focus on providing comprehensive health care, including pre-
natal care, education and information on health and responsible parenthood and should provide the
opportunity for all women to breast-feed fully, at least during the first four months post-partum. Pro-
grammes should fully support women's productive and reproductive roles and well-being, with spe-
cial attention to the need for providing equal and improved health care for all children and the need to
reduce the risk of maternal and child mortality and sickness; – Agenda 21 (1992), 3.8 (j).

� Governments should take active steps to implement programmes to establish and strengthen pre-
ventive and curative health facilities that include women-centred, women-managed, safe and effective
reproductive health care and affordable, accessible services, as appropriate, for the responsible planning
of family size, in keeping with freedom, dignity and personally held values and taking into account ethi-
cal and cultural considerations. Programmes should focus on providing comprehensive health care, in-
cluding pre-natal care, education and information on health and responsible parenthood and should
provide the opportunity for all women to breast-feed fully, at least during the first four months post-par-
tum. Programmes should fully support women's productive and reproductive roles and well being, with
special attention to the need for providing equal and improved health care for all children and the need
to reduce the risk of maternal and child mortality and sickness. – Agenda 21 (1992), 5.51.
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� Programmes to establish and strengthen preventive and curative health facilities, which include
women-centred, women-managed, safe and effective reproductive health care and affordable, accessi-
ble, responsible planning of family size and services, as appropriate, in keeping with freedom, dignity
and personally held values. Programmes should focus on providing comprehensive health care, in-
cluding pre-natal care, education and information on health and responsible parenthood, and should
provide the opportunity for all women to fully breastfeed at least during the first four months post-par-
tum. Programmes should fully support women's productive and reproductive roles and well-being and
should pay special attention to the need to provide equal and improved health care for all children and
to reduce the risk of maternal and child mortality and sickness; – Agenda 21 (1992), 24.3 (e).

PRENATAL SEX SELECTION

� Since in all societies discrimination on the basis of sex often starts at the earliest stages of
life, greater equality for the girl child is a necessary first step in ensuring that women realize their
full potential and become equal partners in development.  In a number of countries, the practice of
prenatal sex selection, higher rates of mortality among very young girls, and lower rates of school
enrolment for girls as compared with boys, suggest that "son preference" is curtailing the access of
girl children to food, education and health care.  This is often compounded by the increasing use of
technologies to determine foetal sex, resulting in abortion of female foetuses.  Investments made in
the girl child's health, nutrition and education, from infancy through adolescence, are critical. –
ICPD, 4.15.

� Governments are urged to take the necessary measures to prevent infanticide, prenatal sex se-
lection, trafficking in girl children and use of girls in prostitution and pornography. – ICPD, 4.23.

� Governments should give priority to developing programmes and policies that foster norms and
attitudes of zero tolerance for harmful and discriminatory attitudes, including son preference, which
can result in harmful and unethical practices such as prenatal sex selection, discrimination and
violence against the girl child and all forms of violence against women, including female genital mu-
tilation, rape, incest, trafficking, sexual violence and exploitation. This entails developing an inte-
grated approach that addresses the need for widespread social, cultural and economic change, in
addition to legal reforms. The girl child's access to health, nutrition, education and life opportunities
should be protected and promoted. The role of family members, especially parents and other legal
guardians, in strengthening the self-image, self-esteem and status and in protecting the health and
well-being of girls should be enhanced and supported. – ICPD +5  (1999), 48.

PROSTITUTION

� Governments are urged to take the necessary measures to prevent infanticide, prenatal sex selec-
tion, trafficking in girl children and use of girls in prostitution and pornography. – ICPD, 4.23.

� Countries should take effective steps to address the neglect, as well as all types of exploitation
and abuse, of children, adolescents and youth, such as abduction, rape and incest, pornogra-
phy, trafficking, abandonment and prostitution. In particular, countries should take appropriate
action to eliminate sexual abuse of children both within and outside their borders. – ICPD, 5.9

� To encourage the ratification and full implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child and its optional protocols on the involvement of children in armed conflict and on the sale
of children, child prostitution and child pornography. – Millenium Declaration, 26.

� Take concerted national and international actions as a matter of urgency to end the sale of chil-
dren and their organs, sexual exploitation and abuse, including the use of children for pornogra-
phy, prostitution and paedophilia, and to combat existing markets. – Children Summit 2002, 40.
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� Violence against women both violates and impairs or nullifies the enjoyment by women of
human rights and fundamental freedoms.  Taking into account the Declaration on the Elimination of
Violence against Women and the work of Special Rapporteurs, gender-based violence, such as batter-
ing and other domestic violence, sexual abuse, sexual slavery and exploitation, and international traf-
ficking in women and children, forced prostitution and sexual harassment, as well as violence
against women, resulting from cultural prejudice, racism and racial discrimination, xenopho-
bia, pornography, ethnic cleansing, armed conflict, foreign occupation, religious and anti-religious
extremism and terrorism are incompatible with the dignity and the worth of the human person and
must be combated and eliminated.  Any harmful aspect of certain traditional, customary or modern
practices that violates the rights of women should be prohibited and eliminated.  Governments
should take urgent action to combat and eliminate all forms of violence against women in pri-
vate and public life, whether perpetrated or tolerated by the State or private persons. – Beijing, 224.

� Strengthen the implementation of all relevant human rights instruments in order to combat and
eliminate, including through international cooperation, organized and other forms of traffick-
ing in women and children, including trafficking for the purposes of sexual exploitation,
pornography, prostitution and sex tourism, and provide legal and social services to the victims;
this should include provisions for international cooperation to prosecute and punish those responsible
for organized exploitation of women and children; – Beijing, 230 (n).

RAPE

� Violations of the human rights of women in situations of armed conflict are violations of the fun-
damental principles of international human rights and humanitarian law.  Massive violations of
human rights, especially in the form of genocide, ethnic cleansing as a strategy of war and its conse-
quences, and rape, including systematic rape of women in war situations, creating a mass exodus of
refugees and displaced persons, are abhorrent practices that are strongly condemned and must be
stopped immediately, while perpetrators of such crimes must be punished.  Some of these situations
of armed conflict have their origin in the conquest or colonialization of a country by another State
and the perpetuation of that colonization through state and military repression. – Beijing (1995), 131.

RELIGION
(See also Religious Beliefs of Parents and Religious and Ethical Values)

� Religion, spirituality and belief play a central role in the lives of millions of women and men, in
the way they live and in the aspirations they have for the future. The right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion is inalienable and must be universally enjoyed.  This right includes the
freedom to have or to adopt the religion or belief of their choice either individually or in com-
munity with others, in public or in private, and to manifest their religion or belief in worship,
observance, practice and teaching. In order to realize equality, development and peace, there is a
need to respect these rights and freedoms fully.  Religion, thought, conscience and belief may, and
can, contribute to fulfilling women's and men's moral, ethical and spiritual needs and to realiz-
ing their full potential in society.  However, it is acknowledged that any form of extremism may
have a negative impact on women and can lead to violence and discrimination. – Beijing (1995), 24.

� Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes
freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others and
in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and obser-
vance. – Universal Declaration (1948), Article 18.

� We recognize that religion, spirituality and belief play a central role in the lives of millions
of women and men, and in the way they live and treat other persons. Religion,  spirituality and
belief may and can contribute to the promotion of the inherent dignity and worth of the human
person and to the eradication of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intoler-
ance; – Racism (2001), 8.
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� Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. This right shall
include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice, and freedom, either individ-
ually or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in wor-
ship, observance, practice and teaching. – ICCPR (1976), Article 18-1.

� In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities exist, persons belonging to
such minorities shall not be denied the right, in community with the other members of their group, to
enjoy their own culture, to profess and practise their own religion, or to use their own language. –
ICCPR (1976), Article 27.

� States Parties shall respect the right of the child to freedom of thought, conscience and religion.
– CRC (1990), Article 14-1.

� The World Conference on Human Rights calls upon all Governments to take all appropriate
measures in compliance with their international obligations and with due regard to their respective
legal systems to counter intolerance and related violence based on religion or belief, including
practices of discrimination against women and including the desecration of religious sites, recogniz-
ing that every individual has the right to freedom of thought, conscience, expression and reli-
gion. The Conference also invites all States to put into practice the provisions of the Declaration on
the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. – Vi-
enna (1993), 22.

� To achieve international cooperation in solving international problems of an economic, social,
cultural, or humanitarian character, and in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and
for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion; – U.N.
Charter (1945), Article 1-3, Article 13, 1-b, Article 76-c,

RELIGIOUS AND ETHICAL VALUES
(See also Religion and Religious Beliefs of Parents)

� We note that the promotion and protection of the rights of persons belonging to national
or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities contribute to political and social stability and
peace and enrich the cultural diversity and heritage of society. – World Summit 2005, 130.

� Intensified efforts are needed in the coming 5, 10 and 20 years, in a range of population and de-
velopment activities, bearing in mind the crucial contribution that early stabilization of the world
population would make towards the achievement of sustainable development.  The present Pro-
gramme of Action addresses all those issues, and more, in a comprehensive and integrated frame-
work designed to improve the quality of life of the current world population and its future
generations.  The recommendations for action are made in a spirit of consensus and international co-
operation, recognizing that the formulation and implementation of population-related policies is the
responsibility of each country and should take into account the economic, social and environmental
diversity of conditions in each country, with full respect for the various religious and ethical val-
ues, cultural backgrounds and philosophical convictions of its people, as well as the shared but
differentiated responsibilities of all the world's people for a common future. – ICPD (1994), 1.11.

� The implementation of the recommendations contained in the Programme of Action is the sov-
ereign right of each country, consistent with national laws and development priorities, with full re-
spect for the various religious and ethical values and cultural backgrounds of its people, and in
conformity with universally recognized international human rights. – ICPD (1994), Principles, 1st
paragraph.

� While the International Conference on Population and Development does not create any new in-
ternational human rights, it affirms the application of universally recognized human rights standards
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to all aspects of population programmes.  It also represents the last opportunity in the twentieth cen-
tury for the international community to collectively address the critical challenges and interrelation-
ships between population and development.  The Programme of Action will require the establishment
of common ground, with full respect for the various religious and ethical values and cultural
backgrounds.  The impact of this Conference will be measured by the strength of the specific com-
mitments made here and the consequent actions to fulfil them, as part of a new global partnership
among all the world's countries and peoples, based on a sense of shared but differentiated responsibil-
ity for each other and for our planetary home. – ICPD (1994), 1.15.

� By 2003, develop and/or strengthen strategies, policies and programmes, which recognize the
importance of the family in reducing vulnerability, inter alia, in educating and guiding children and
take account of cultural, religious and ethical factors, to reduce the vulnerability of children and
young people by: ensuring access of both girls and boys to primary and secondary education, includ-
ing on HIV/AIDS in curricula for adolescents; ensuring safe and secure environments, especially for
young girls; expanding good quality youth-friendly information and sexual health education and
counselling service; strengthening reproductive and sexual health programmes; and involving fami-
lies and young people in planning, implementing and evaluating HIV/AIDS prevention and care pro-
grammes, to the extent possible; – HIV/AIDS (2001), 63.

� The implementation of the International Plan of Action on Ageing, 2002 also requires, inter alia,
a political, economic, ethical and spiritual vision for social development of older persons based on
human dignity, human rights, equality, respect, peace, democracy, mutual responsibility and coopera-
tion and full respect for the various religious and ethical values and cultural backgrounds of peo-
ple. – Ageing (2002), 115.

� To achieve these goals and targets, taking into account the best interests of the child, consistent
with national laws, religious and ethical values and cultural backgrounds of its people, and in
conformity with all human rights and fundamental freedoms, we will carry out the following strate-
gies and actions: – Childrens Summit 2002, 37.

� To facilitate the implementation of actions committed to in this document, we will develop or
strengthen as a matter of urgency, if possible by the end of 2003 national and, where appropriate, re-
gional action plans with a set of specific time-bound and measurable goals and targets based on this
Plan of Action, taking into account the best interests of the child, consistent with national laws, reli-
gious and ethical values and cultural backgrounds of its people and in conformity with all human
rights and fundamental freedoms. – Children Summit +10 (2002), 59.

RELIGIOUS BELIEFS OF PARENTS
(See also Religion and Religious and Ethical Values)

� The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for the liberty of parents
and, when applicable, legal guardians to choose for their children schools, other than those estab-
lished by the public authorities, which conform to such minimum educational standards as may be
laid down or approved by the State and to ensure the religious and moral education of their chil-
dren in conformity with their own convictions. – ICESCR (1976), Article 13-3.

� The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for the liberty of parents
and, when applicable, legal guardians to ensure the religious and moral education of their chil-
dren in conformity with their own convictions. – ICCPR (1976), Article 18-4.

� 1. States Parties shall respect the right of the child to freedom of thought, conscience and reli-
gion. 2. States Parties shall respect the rights and duties of the parents and, when applicable, legal
guardians, to provide direction to the child in the exercise of his or her right in a manner consistent
with the evolving capacities of the child.. – CRC (1990), Article 14-1 and 2.
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� With due respect for the rights, duties and responsibilities of parents and in a manner consistent
with the evolving capacities of the adolescent, and their right to reproductive health education, infor-
mation and care, and respecting their cultural values and religious beliefs, ensure that adoles-
cents, both in and out of school, receive the necessary information, including information on
prevention, education, counselling and health services to enable them to make responsible and in-
formed choices and decisions regarding their sexual and reproductive health needs, in order to, inter
alia, reduce the number of adolescent pregnancies. Sexually active adolescents will require special
family planning information, counselling and health services, as well as sexually transmitted diseases
and HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment. Those adolescents who become pregnant are at particular
risk and will require special support from their families, health-care providers and the community
during pregnancy, delivery and early childcare. This support should enable these adolescents to con-
tinue their education. Programmes should involve and train all who are in a position to provide guid-
ance to adolescents concerning responsible sexual and reproductive behaviour, particularly parents
and families, and also communities, religious institutions, schools, the mass media and peer groups.
These policies and programmes must be implemented on the basis of commitments made at the In-
ternational Conference on Population and Development and in conformity with relevant existing in-
ternational agreements and conventions; – ICPD +5 (1999), 73 (e).

� By 2003, develop and/or strengthen strategies, policies and programmes, which recognize the
importance of the family in reducing vulnerability, inter alia, in educating and guiding children
and take account of cultural, religious and ethical factors, to reduce the vulnerability of children
and young people by: ensuring access of both girls and boys to primary and secondary education, in-
cluding on HIV/AIDS in curricula for adolescents; ensuring safe and secure environments, especially
for young girls; expanding good quality youth-friendly information and sexual health education and
counselling service; strengthening reproductive and sexual health programmes; and involving fami-
lies and young people in planning, implementing and evaluating HIV/AIDS prevention and care pro-
grammes, to the extent possible; – HIV/AIDS (2001), 63.

� Documented migrants are those who satisfy all the legal requirements to enter, stay and, if ap-
plicable, hold employment in the country of destination.  In some countries, many documented mi-
grants have, over time, acquired the right to long-term residence.  In such cases, the integration of
documented migrants into the host society is generally desirable, and for that purpose it is important
to extend to them the same social, economic and legal rights as those enjoyed by citizens, in accor-
dance with national legislation.  The family reunification of documented migrants is an important
factor in international migration.  It is also important to protect documented migrants and their fami-
lies from racism, ethnocentrism and xenophobia, and to respect their physical integrity, dignity,
religious beliefs and cultural values. – ICPD (1994), 10.9.

REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH CARE
(See also Healthy Infant , Pre-Natal Care and Maternal Health)

� In the basic reproductive health services component - information and routine services for
prenatal, normal and safe delivery and post-natal care; abortion (as specified in paragraph 8.25);
information, education and communication about reproductive health, including sexually transmitted
diseases, human sexuality and responsible parenthood, and against harmful practices; adequate coun-
selling; diagnosis and treatment for sexually transmitted diseases and other reproductive tract infec-
tions, as feasible; prevention of infertility and appropriate treatment, where feasible; and referrals,
education and counselling services for sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS, and for
pregnancy and delivery complications; – ICPD (1994), 13.14 (b).

� In developing countries, the health status of women remains relatively low, and during the
1980s poverty, malnutrition and general ill-health in women were even rising. Most women in de-
veloping countries still do not have adequate basic educational opportunities and they lack the
means of promoting their health, responsibly controlling their reproductive life and improving
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their socio-economic status. Particular attention should be given to the provision of pre-natal care
to ensure healthy babies. – Agenda 21 (1992), 6.21.

� Implement, as a matter of urgency, in accordance with country-specific conditions and legal
systems, measures to ensure that women and men have the same right to decide freely and responsi-
bly on the number and spacing of their children and have access to the information, education and
means, as appropriate, to enable them to exercise this right in keeping with their freedom, dignity
and personally held values, taking into account ethical and cultural considerations. Governments
should take active steps to implement programmes to establish and strengthen preventive and cura-
tive health facilities, which include women-centred, women-managed, safe and effective reproduc-
tive health care and affordable, accessible services, as appropriate, for the responsible
planning of family size, in keeping with freedom, dignity and personally held values, taking
into account ethical and cultural considerations. Programmes should focus on providing compre-
hensive health care, including pre-natal care, education and information on health and responsible
parenthood and should provide the opportunity for all women to breast-feed fully, at least during the
first four months post-partum. Programmes should fully support women's productive and reproduc-
tive roles and well-being, with special attention to the need for providing equal and improved health
care for all children and the need to reduce the risk of maternal and child mortality and sickness; –
Agenda 21 (1992), 3.8 (j).

� Governments should take active steps to implement programmes to establish and strengthen pre-
ventive and curative health facilities that include women-centred, women-managed, safe and effec-
tive reproductive health care and affordable, accessible services, as appropriate, for the
responsible planning of family size, in keeping with freedom, dignity and personally held values
and taking into account ethical and cultural considerations. Programmes should focus on provid-
ing comprehensive health care, including pre-natal care, education and information on health and
responsible parenthood and should provide the opportunity for all women to breast-feed fully, at least
during the first four months post-partum. Programmes should fully support women's productive
and reproductive roles and well being, with special attention to the need for providing equal and
improved health care for all children and the need to reduce the risk of maternal and child mortality
and sickness. – Agenda 21 (1992), 5.51.

� Programmes to establish and strengthen preventive and curative health facilities, which include
women-centred, women-managed, safe and effective reproductive health care and affordable, ac-
cessible, responsible planning of family size and services, as appropriate, in keeping with free-
dom, dignity and personally held values. Programmes should focus on providing comprehensive
health care, including pre-natal care, education and information on health and responsible parent-
hood, and should provide the opportunity for all women to fully breastfeed at least during the first
four months post-partum. Programmes should fully support women's productive and reproductive
roles and well-being and should pay special attention to the need to provide equal and improved
health care for all children and to reduce the risk of maternal and child mortality and sickness; –
Agenda 21 (1992), 24.3 (e).

REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH SERVICES
(See also Healthy Infant and  Pre-Natal Care)

� Adequately strengthening social safety nets using resources and funds and, in the context of
primary health care, ensuring the availability of and access to reproductive health services, in-
cluding family planning, particularly for people most affected by poverty, the adverse impact of struc-
tural adjustment policies and financial crises, or otherwise unable to access services. – ICPD +5
(1999), 57 (d).

Note:Notice that most uses of the words “reproductive health services” are followed by the words
“family planning.”  Family Planning should not promote abortion (see ICPD 8.25).
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REUNIFICATION WITH FAMILY

� Give priority to programmes for family tracing and reunification, and continue to monitor
the care arrangements for unaccompanied and/or separated refugee and internally displaced children.
– Children Summit +10 (2002), 44 (29).

� In order to promote the integration of documented migrants having the right to long-term resi-
dence, Governments of receiving countries are urged to consider giving them civil and political
rights and responsibilities, as appropriate, and facilitating their naturalization.  Special efforts should
be made to enhance the integration of the children of long-term migrants by providing them with ed-
ucational and training opportunities equal to those of nationals, allowing them to exercise an eco-
nomic activity, and facilitating the naturalization of those who have been raised in the receiving
country.  Consistent with article 10 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and all other rele-
vant universally recognized human rights instruments, all Governments, particularly those of receiv-
ing countries, must recognize the vital importance of family reunification and promote its
integration into their national legislation in order to ensure the protection of the unity of the
families of documented migrants. Governments of receiving countries must ensure the protection
of migrants and their families, giving priority to programmes and strategies that combat religious in-
tolerance, racism, ethnocentrism, xenophobia and gender discrimination and that generate the neces-
sary public sensitivity in that regard. – ICPD (1994), 10.12.

RIGHT TO LIFE

� Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person. – Universal Declaration (1948),
Article 3.  

� Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be protected by law. No one
shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life. – ICCPR (1976), Article 6, 1. 

� Bearing in mind that, as indicated in the Declaration of the Rights of the Child, "the child, by
reason of his physical and mental immaturity, needs special safeguards and care, including appropri-
ate legal protection, before as well as after birth," – CRC (1990), Preamble. 

� States Parties recognize that every child has the inherent right to life. 2. States Parties shall
ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival and development of the child. – CRC (1990),
Article 6. 1. 

� All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.  Everyone is entitled to all the
rights and freedoms set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, without distinction of
any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social
origin, property, birth or other status.  Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of per-
son. – ICPD (1994), Chapter II, Principle 1. 

� Take account of the needs of older persons and respect the right to live in dignity at all stages
of life; – Ageing (2002), 21 (h).  

ROLE OF PARENTS
(See also Rights, Duties and Responsibilities of Parents)

� States Parties shall use their best efforts to ensure recognition of the principle that both par-
ents have common responsibilities for the upbringing and development of the child. Parents or, as
the case may be, legal guardians, have the primary responsibility for the upbringing and de-
velopment of the child. The best interests of the child will be their basic concern. – CRC (1990),
Article 18-1.
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� The parent(s) or others responsible for the child have the primary responsibility to secure,
within their abilities and financial capacities, the conditions of living necessary for the child's devel-
opment. – CRC (1990), Article 27-2.

SEX EDUCATION
(See also abstinence)

� By 2003, develop and/or strengthen strategies, policies and programmes, which recognize the
importance of the family in reducing vulnerability, inter alia, in educating and guiding chil-
dren and take account of cultural, religious and ethical factors, to reduce the vulnerability of
children and young people by: ensuring access of both girls and boys to primary and secondary ed-
ucation, including on HIV/AIDS in curricula for adolescents; ensuring safe and secure environ-
ments, especially for young girls; expanding good quality youth-friendly information and
sexual health education and counselling service; strengthening reproductive and sexual
health programmes; and involving families and young people in planning, implementing and
evaluating HIV/AIDS prevention and care programmes, to the extent possible; – HIV/AIDS
(2001), 63.

SEXUAL EXPLOITATION

� Families are sensitive to strains induced by social and economic changes.  It is essential to
grant particular assistance to families in difficult life situations. Conditions have worsened for
many families in recent years, owing to lack of gainful employment and measures taken by Gov-
ernments seeking to balance their budget by reducing social expenditures.  There are increasing
numbers of vulnerable families, including single-parent families headed by women, poor families
with elderly members or those with disabilities, refugee and displaced families, and families
with members affected by AIDS or other terminal diseases, substance dependence, child abuse
and domestic violence.  Increased labour migrations and refugee movements are an additional
source of family tension and disintegration and are contributing to increased responsibilities for
women.  In many urban environments, millions of children and youths are left to their own de-
vices as family ties break down, and hence are increasingly exposed to risks such as dropping out
of school, labour exploitation, sexual exploitation, unwanted pregnancies and sexually transmit-
ted diseases. – ICPD (1994), 5.4.

� The needs of children and youth, particularly with regard to their living environment, have to be
taken fully into account.  Special attention needs to be paid to the participatory processes dealing with
the shaping of cities, towns and neighbourhoods; this is in order to secure the living conditions of
children and of youth and to make use of their insight, creativity and thoughts on the environment.
Special attention must be paid to the shelter needs of vulnerable children, such as street chil-
dren, refugee children and children who are victims of sexual exploitation.  Parents and other
persons legally responsible for children have responsibilities, rights and duties, consistent with the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, to address these needs. – Habitat (1996), 13.

� Strengthen the implementation of all relevant human rights instruments in order to combat and
eliminate, including through international cooperation, organized and other forms of traffick-
ing in women and children, including trafficking for the purposes of sexual exploitation,
pornography, prostitution and sex tourism, and provide legal and social services to the victims;
this should include provisions for international cooperation to prosecute and punish those responsible
for organized exploitation of women and children; – Beijing, 230 (n).

� Take concerted national and international actions as a matter of urgency to end the sale of chil-
dren and their organs, sexual exploitation and abuse, including the use of children for pornogra-
phy, prostitution and paedophilia, and to combat existing markets. – Children Summit 2002, 40.
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SEXUAL ORIENTATION

Note: This term does not appear in any of the international treaties or conference documents re-
ferred to in this Guide.  It has been repeatedly rejected in final negotiations of UN conference docu-
ments.

SINGLEPARENT FAMILIES

� Governments, in cooperation with employers, should provide and promote means to facilitate
compatibility between labour force participation and parental responsibilities, especially for single-
parent households with young children.  Such means could include health insurance and social se-
curity, day-care centres and facilities for breast-feeding mothers within the work premises,
kindergartens, part-time jobs, paid parental leave, paid maternity leave, flexible work schedules, and
reproductive and child health services. – ICPD (1994), 5.3.

� When formulating socio-economic development policies, special consideration should be given
to increasing the earning power of all adult members of economically deprived families, including
the elderly and women who work in the home, and to enabling children to be educated rather than
compelled to work.  Particular attention should be paid to needy single parents, especially those
who are responsible wholly or in part for the support of children and other dependants, through
ensuring payment of at least minimum wages and allowances, credit, education, funding for women's
self-help groups and stronger legal enforcement of male parental financial responsibilities. – ICPD
(1994), 5.4.

� Assisting women and men in reconciling employment and family responsibilities, inter alia, by
flexible working arrangements, including parental voluntary part-time employment and work-shar-
ing, as well as accessible and affordable quality child-care and dependant-care facilities, paying par-
ticular attention to the needs of single-parent households. – Social Summit +5 (2000), 49 (c).

� Governments should maintain and further develop mechanisms to document changes and under-
take studies on family composition and structure, especially on the prevalence of one-person house-
holds, and single-parent and multigenerational families. – ICPD (1994), 5.6.

SOVEREIGNTY

� We are determined to establish a just and lasting peace all over the world in accordance with the
purposes and principles of the Charter. We rededicate ourselves to support all efforts to uphold the
sovereign equality of all States, respect their territorial integrity and political independence, to
refrain in our international relations from the threat or use of force in any manner inconsistent with
the purposes and principles of the United Nations, to uphold resolution of disputes by peaceful
means and in conformity with the principles of justice and international law, the right to self-deter-
mination of peoples which remain under colonial domination and foreign occupation, non-in-
terference in the internal affairs of States, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms,
respect for the equal rights of all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion, interna-
tional cooperation in solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian
character and the fulfilment in good faith of the obligations assumed in accordance with the Charter.
– World Summit 2005, 5.

� The implementation of the recommendations contained in the Programme of Action and those
contained in the present document is the sovereign right of each country, consistent with national
laws and development priorities, with full respect for the various religious and ethical values and
cultural backgrounds of its people, and in conformity with universally recognized international
human rights. – ICPD +5  (1999), Preamble 5.
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� Take measures, with the full participation of women, to create, at all levels, an enabling envi-
ronment conducive to the achievement and maintenance of world peace, for democracy and peaceful
settlement of disputes with the full respect for the principles of sovereignty, territorial integrity
and political independence of states and non-intervention in matters which are essentially
within the jurisdiction of any state, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and inter-
national law, as well as, the promotion and protection of all human rights, including the right to de-
velopment, and fundamental freedoms; – Beijing +5 (2000), 89.

� Many of the issues mentioned in the present Programme of Action have been addressed in
greater detail by previous world conferences concerned with questions closely related to the different
aspects of social development.  The Programme of Action was elaborated against the background of,
and taking into account the commitments, principles and recommendations of, these other confer-
ences, and is also based on the experience of many countries in promoting social objectives in the
context of their particular conditions.  The special importance of the Programme of Action lies in its
integrated approach and its attempt to combine many different actions for poverty eradication, em-
ployment creation and social integration in coherent national and international strategies for social
development.  The implementation of the recommendations contained in the Programme of Ac-
tion is the sovereign right of each country, consistent with national laws and development prior-
ities, with full respect for the various religious and ethical values and cultural backgrounds of its
people, and in conformity with all human rights and fundamental freedoms.  Each country will also
take action in accordance with its evolving capacities.  The outcomes of relevant international confer-
ences should also be duly taken into account in the implementation of the present Programme of Ac-
tion. – Social Summit (1995), 3.

� An environment that maintains world peace and promotes and protects human rights, democracy
and the peaceful settlement of disputes, in accordance with the principles of non-threat or use of force
against territorial integrity or political independence and of respect for sovereignty as set forth in
the Charter of the United Nations, is an important factor for the advancement of women.  Peace is
inextricably linked with equality between women and men and development.  Armed and other types
of conflicts and terrorism and hostage-taking still persist in many parts of the world.  Aggression, for-
eign occupation, ethnic and other types of conflicts are an ongoing reality affecting women and men
in nearly every region.  Gross and systematic violations and situations that constitute serious obsta-
cles to the full enjoyment of human rights continue to occur in different parts of the world.  Such vio-
lations and obstacles include, as well as torture and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or
punishment, summary and arbitrary executions, disappearances, arbitrary detentions, all forms of
racism and racial discrimination, foreign occupation and alien domination, xenophobia, poverty,
hunger and other denials of economic, social and cultural rights, religious intolerance, terrorism, dis-
crimination against women and lack of the rule of law.  International humanitarian law, prohibiting
attacks on civilian populations, as such, is at times systematically ignored and human rights are often
violated in connection with situations of armed conflict, affecting the civilian population, especially
women, children, the elderly and the disabled. – Beijing (1995), 131.

� The implementation of the recommendations contained in the Programme of Action is the sover-
eign right of each country, consistent with national laws and development priorities, with full re-
spect for the various religious and ethical values and cultural backgrounds of its people, and in
conformity with universally recognized international human rights. – ICPD (1994), Principles, 1st
paragraph.

� Implementation of the Habitat Agenda, including implementation through national laws and de-
velopment priorities, programmes and policies, is the sovereign right and responsibility of each
State in conformity with all human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the right to develop-
ment, and taking into account the significance of and with full respect for various religious and ethi-
cal values, cultural backgrounds, and philosophical convictions of individuals and their communities,
contributing to the full enjoyment by all of their human rights in order to achieve the objectives of ad-
equate shelter for all and sustainable human settlements development. – Habitat (1996), 24.
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STREET CHILDREN

� Governments should assist single-parent families, and pay special attention to the needs of wid-
ows and orphans. All efforts should be made to assist the building of family-like ties in espe-
cially difficult circumstances, for example, those involving street children. – ICPD (1994),  5.13.

� Setting specific target dates for eliminating all forms of child labour that are contrary to ac-
cepted international standards and ensuring the full enforcement of relevant existing laws, and,
where appropriate, enacting the legislation necessary to implement the Convention on the Rights of
the Child and ILO standards, ensuring the protection of working children, in particular of street
children, through the provision of appropriate health, education and other social services; – So-
cial Summit (1995), 55 (d).

� Expanding basic education by developing special measures to provide schooling for chil-
dren and youth living in sparsely populated and remote areas, for children and youth of nomadic,
pastoral, migrant or indigenous parents, and for street children, children and youth working or look-
ing after younger siblings and disabled or aged parents, and disabled children and youth; establish-
ing, in partnership with indigenous people, educational systems that will meet the unique needs of
their cultures; – Social Summit (1995), 74 (h).

� We will work to ameliorate the plight of millions of children who live under especially difficult
circumstances - as victims of apartheid and foreign occupation; orphans and street children and
children of migrant workers; the displaced children and victims of natural and man-made disasters;
the disabled and the abused, the socially disadvantaged and the exploited. Refugee children must be
helped to find new roots in life. We will work for special protection of the working child and for the
abolition of illegal child labour. We will do our best to ensure that children are not drawn into be-
coming victims of the scourge of illicit drugs. – Children’s Summit (1990), Declaration 20 (7).

STRENGTHEN AND SUPPORT FAMILY

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened. It is entitled to
receive comprehensive protection and support.  In different cultural, political and social systems, var-
ious forms of the family exist.  Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the intending
spouses, and husband and wife should be equal partners. – ICPD (1994), Chapter II, Principle 9. 

� Recognize the family as the basic unit of society, and acknowledge that it plays a key role in
social development and as such should be strengthened, with attention to the rights, capabilities
and responsibilities of its members.  In different cultural, political and social systems various forms
of family exist.  It is entitled to receive comprehensive protection and support; – Social Summit
(1995),  26(h).  

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened.  It is entitled to
receive comprehensive protection and support. In different cultural, political and social systems, vari-
ous forms of the family exist.  Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the intending
spouses, and husband and wife should be equal partners. – Social Summit (1995), 80.  

� Women play a critical role in the family.  The family is the basic unit of society and as such
should be strengthened. It is entitled to receive comprehensive protection and support.  In different
cultural, political and social systems, various forms of the family exist.  The rights, capabilities and re-
sponsibilities of family members must be respected.  Women make a great contribution to the welfare
of the family and to the development of society, which is still not recognized or considered in its full
importance.  The social significance of maternity, motherhood and the role of parents in the family
and in the upbringing of children should be acknowledged.  The upbringing of children requires
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shared responsibility of parents, women and men and society as a whole.  Maternity, motherhood, par-
enting and the role of women in procreation must not be a basis for discrimination nor restrict the full
participation of women in society.  Recognition should also be given to the important role often played
by women in many countries in caring for other members of their family. – Beijing (1995),  29.  

� Women play a critical role in the family. The family is the basic unit of society and is a strong
force for social cohesion and integration and as such should be strengthened. The inadequate
support to women and insufficient protection and support to their respective families affect society as
a whole and undermines efforts to achieve gender equality. In different cultural, political and social
systems, various forms of the family exist and the rights, capabilities and responsibilities of family
members must be respected. Women's social and economic contributions to the welfare of the family
and the social significance of maternity and paternity continue to be inadequately addressed. Mother-
hood and fatherhood and the role of parents and legal guardians in the family and in the upbringing of
children and the importance of all family members to the family's well-being is also acknowledged
and must not be a basis for discrimination. Women also continue to bear a disproportionate share of
the household responsibilities and the care of children, the sick and the elderly. Such imbalance needs
to be consistently addressed through appropriate policies and programmes, in particular those geared
towards education and through legislation where appropriate. In order to achieve full partnership,
both in public and private spheres, both women and men must be enabled to reconcile and share
equally work responsibilities and family responsibilities. – Beijing +5 (2000), 60. 

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened.  It is entitled to
receive comprehensive protection and support.  In different cultural, political and social systems, var-
ious forms of the family exist.  Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the intending
spouses, and husband and wife should be equal partners.  The rights, capabilities and responsibilities
of family members must be respected.  Human settlements planning should take into account the con-
structive role of the family in the design, development and management of such settlements.  Society
should facilitate, as appropriate, all necessary conditions for its integration, reunification, preserva-
tion, improvement, and protection within adequate shelter and with access to basic services and a sus-
tainable livelihood. – Habitat (1996), 31. 

� (exact repeat of Habitat, 31, above) – Habitat +5 (2001),  30. 

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened. It is entitled to
receive comprehensive protection and support. The primary responsibility for the protection, upbring-
ing and development of children rests with the family. All institutions of society should respect chil-
dren's rights and secure their well-being and render appropriate assistance to parents, families, legal
guardians and other caregivers so that children can grow and develop in a safe and stable environ-
ment and in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding, bearing in mind that in different
cultural, social and political systems, various forms of the family exist. – Children Summit +10
(2002), 15. 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE and family

� Recognize that stable, supportive and nurturing family relationships, supported by commu-
nities and, where available, professional services, can provide a vital shield against substance
abuse, particularly among minors. Schools and the media, inter alia, through the use of information
technologies, including the Internet, should be encouraged to provide young people with informa-
tion on the dangers of substance abuse and addiction and on how to seek help. – Social Summit
+5 (2000), III, 72.

� Families are sensitive to strains induced by social and economic changes.  It is essential to
grant particular assistance to families in difficult life situations.  Conditions have worsened for
many families in recent years, owing to lack of gainful employment and measures taken by Gov-
ernments seeking to balance their budget by reducing social expenditures.  There are increasing
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numbers of vulnerable families, including single-parent families headed by women, poor families
with elderly members or those with disabilities, refugee and displaced families, and families with
members affected by AIDS or other terminal diseases, substance dependence, child abuse and do-
mestic violence.  Increased labour migrations and refugee movements are an additional source of
family tension and disintegration and are contributing to increased responsibilities for women.  In
many urban environments, millions of children and youths are left to their own devices as family
ties break down, and hence are increasingly exposed to risks such as dropping out of school,
labour exploitation, sexual exploitation, unwanted pregnancies and sexually transmitted diseases.
– ICPD (1994), 5.7.

� States Parties shall take all appropriate measures, including legislative, administrative, social
and educational measures, to protect children from the illicit use of narcotic drugs and psy-
chotropic substances as defined in the relevant international treaties, and to prevent the use of chil-
dren in the illicit production and trafficking of such substances. – CRC (1990),  Article 23.

TRAINING FOR BIRTH ATTENDANTS

All countries, with the support of all sections of the international community, must expand the provi-
sion of maternal health services in the context of primary health care.  These services, based on the
concept of informed choice, should include education on safe motherhood, prenatal care that is fo-
cused and effective, maternal nutrition programmes, adequate delivery assistance that avoids exces-
sive recourse to caesarean sections and provides for obstetric emergencies; referral services for
pregnancy, childbirth and abortion complications; post-natal care and family planning.  All births
should be assisted by trained persons, preferably nurses and midwives, but at least by trained
birth attendants.  The underlying causes of maternal morbidity and mortality should be identified,
and attention should be given to the development of strategies to overcome them and for adequate
evaluation and monitoring mechanisms to assess the progress being made in reducing maternal mor-
tality and morbidity and to enhance the effectiveness of ongoing programmes.  Programmes and edu-
cation to engage men's support for maternal health and safe motherhood should be developed. (ICPD
8.22)

TRAFFICKING IN CHILDREN

� States Parties shall take all appropriate national, bilateral and multilateral measures to
prevent the abduction of, the sale of or traffic in children for any purpose or in any form. –
CRC (1990), Article 35.

� States Parties that recognize and/or permit the system of adoption shall ensure that the best in-
terests of the child shall be the paramount consideration and they shall:

(d) Take all appropriate measures to ensure that, in inter-country adoption, the placement
does not result in improper financial gain for those involved in it;. – CRC (1990), Article 21-d.

� All States and families should give the highest possible priority to children.  The child has the
right to standards of living adequate for its well-being and the right to the highest attainable stan-
dards of health, and the right to education.  The child has the right to be cared for, guided and
supported by parents, families and society and to be protected by appropriate legislative, admin-
istrative, social and educational measures from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or
abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sale, trafficking, sex-
ual abuse, and trafficking in its organs. – ICPD (1994), Principle 11.

UNDERSTANDING

� Recognizing that the child, for the full and harmonious development of his or her personality,
should grow up in a family environment,  in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understand-
ing, – CRC (1990), Preamble. 
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� The family has the primary responsibility for the nurturing and protection of children from in-
fancy to adolescence. Introduction of children to the culture, values and norms of their society begins
in the family. For the full and harmonious development of their personality, children should grow up
in a family environment, in an atmosphere of happiness, love and understanding. Accordingly,
all institutions of society should respect and support the efforts of parents and other care-givers to
nurture and care for children in a family environment. – Children Summit (1990), 18. 

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened. It is entitled to receive
comprehensive protection and support. The primary responsibility for the protection, upbringing and de-
velopment of children rests with the family. All institutions of society should respect children's rights
and secure their well-being and render appropriate assistance to parents, families, legal guardians and
other caregivers so that children can grow and develop in a safe and stable environment and in an at-
mosphere of happiness, love and understanding, bearing in mind that in different cultural, social and
political systems, various forms of the family exist. – Children Summit +10 (2002), 15. 

VALUES

� Implement, as a matter of urgency, in accordance with country-specific conditions and legal sys-
tems, measures to ensure that women and men have the same right to decide freely and responsibly
on the number and spacing of their children and have access to the information, education and means,
as appropriate, to enable them to exercise this right in keeping with their freedom, dignity and per-
sonally held values, taking into account ethical and cultural considerations. Governments should take
active steps to implement programmes to establish and strengthen preventive and curative health fa-
cilities, which include women-centred, women-managed, safe and effective reproductive health care
and affordable, accessible services, as appropriate, for the responsible planning of family size, in
keeping with freedom, dignity and personally held values, taking into account ethical and cultural
considerations. Programmes should focus on providing comprehensive health care, including pre-
natal care, education and information on health and responsible parenthood and should provide the
opportunity for all women to breast-feed fully, at least during the first four months post-partum. Pro-
grammes should fully support women's productive and reproductive roles and well-being, with spe-
cial attention to the need for providing equal and improved health care for all children and the need to
reduce the risk of maternal and child mortality and sickness; – Agenda 21 (1992), 3.8 (j).

� Governments should take active steps to implement programmes to establish and strengthen pre-
ventive and curative health facilities that include women-centred, women-managed, safe and effective
reproductive health care and affordable, accessible services, as appropriate, for the responsible plan-
ning of family size, in keeping with freedom, dignity and personally held values and taking into
account ethical and cultural considerations. Programmes should focus on providing comprehensive
health care, including pre-natal care, education and information on health and responsible parenthood
and should provide the opportunity for all women to breast-feed fully, at least during the first four
months post-partum. Programmes should fully support women's productive and reproductive roles
and well being, with special attention to the need for providing equal and improved health care for all
children and the need to reduce the risk of maternal and child mortality and sickness. – Agenda 21
(1992), 5.51.

� Programmes to establish and strengthen preventive and curative health facilities, which include
women-centred, women-managed, safe and effective reproductive health care and affordable, accessi-
ble, responsible planning of family size and services, as appropriate, in keeping with freedom, dig-
nity and personally held values. Programmes should focus on providing comprehensive health care,
including pre-natal care, education and information on health and responsible parenthood, and should
provide the opportunity for all women to fully breastfeed at least during the first four months post-
partum. Programmes should fully support women's productive and reproductive roles and well-being
and should pay special attention to the need to provide equal and improved health care for all children
and to reduce the risk of maternal and child mortality and sickness; – Agenda 21 (1992), 24.3 (e).
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VARIOUS FORMS OF FAMILY

(In UN documents, the various forms include: Mother/Father and  Children; Single Parent; 
Extended Family; Multigenerational Families;  Grandparents; Legal Guardians)

� Women play a critical role in the family. The family is the basic unit of society and is a strong
force for social cohesion and integration and as such should be strengthened. The inadequate support
to women and insufficient protection and support to their respective families affect society as a
whole and undermines efforts to achieve gender equality. In different cultural, political and social
systems, various forms of the family exist and the rights, capabilities and responsibilities of family
members must be respected. Women's social and economic contributions to the welfare of the family
and the social significance of maternity and paternity continue to be inadequately addressed. Moth-
erhood and fatherhood and the role of parents and legal guardians in the family and in the up-
bringing of children and the importance of all family members to the family's well-being is also
acknowledged and must not be a basis for discrimination. Women also continue to bear a dispropor-
tionate share of the household responsibilities and the care of children, the sick and the elderly. Such
imbalance needs to be consistently addressed through appropriate policies and programmes, in par-
ticular those geared towards education and through legislation where appropriate. In order to achieve
full partnership, both in public and private spheres, both women and men must be enabled to recon-
cile and share equally work responsibilities and family responsibilities. – Beijing +5 (2000), 60.

� Governments, in cooperation with employers, should provide and promote means to facilitate
compatibility between labour force participation and parental responsibilities, especially for single-
parent households with young children.  Such means could include health insurance and social se-
curity, day-care centres and facilities for breast-feeding mothers within the work premises,
kindergartens, part-time jobs, paid parental leave, paid maternity leave, flexible work schedules, and
reproductive and child health services. – ICPD (1994), 5.3.

� States Parties shall, where the immediate family is unable to care for a child with disabilities,
undertake every effort to provide alternative care within the wider family, and failing that, within
the community in a family setting. Disabilities (2006), Article 23-5.

� States Parties shall respect the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents or, where applicable,
the members of the extended family or community as provided for by local custom, legal
guardians or other persons legally responsible for the child, to provide, in a manner consistent with
the evolving capacities of the child, appropriate direction and guidance in the exercise by the child of
the rights recognized in the present Convention. – CRC (1990), Article 5.

� Governments should support and develop the appropriate mechanisms to assist families caring
for children, the dependent elderly and family members with disabilities, including those resulting
from HIV/AIDS, encourage the sharing of those responsibilities by men and women, and support
the viability of multigenerational families. – ICPD (1994), 5.11.

� All levels of government in medium- and long-term socio-economic planning should take into
account the increasing numbers and proportions of elderly people in the population.  Governments
should develop social security systems that ensure greater intergenerational and intragenerational eq-
uity and solidarity and that provide support to elderly people through the encouragement of multi-
generational families, and the provision of long-term support and services for growing numbers of
frail older people. – ICPD (1994), 6.18.

� Providing assistance to grandparents who have been required to assume responsibility for
children, particularly of parents who are affected by serious diseases, including AIDS or leprosy, or
others who are unable to care for their dependants;  – Social Summit (1995), 40 (d).



– 54 –

Guide to Family Issues

� Reinforce the positive role of grandparents in raising grandchildren; – Aeging, 106 (c).

� Prepare and disseminate accessible information, through public health campaigns, the media, re-
liable counselling and the education system, designed to ensure that women and men, particularly
young people, can acquire knowledge about their health, especially information on sexuality and re-
production, taking into account the rights of the child to access to information, privacy, confidential-
ity, respect and informed consent, as well as the responsibilities, rights and duties of parents and
legal guardians to provide, in a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of the child, appropri-
ate direction and guidance in the exercise by the child of the rights recognized in the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, and in conformity with the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women; ensure that in all actions concerning children, the best interests of the
child are a primary consideration; – Beijing, 107 (e).

(d)Acknowledge and promote the central role of families, parents and other legal guardians in
educating their children and shaping their attitudes, and ensure that parents and persons with legal
responsibilities are educated about and involved in providing sexual and reproductive health infor-
mation, in a manner consistent with the evolving capacities of adolescents, so that they can fulfil their
rights and responsibilities towards adolescents; – ICPD +5, 70 (d).

WELL-BEING OF FAMILIES

� We gather here to commit ourselves, our Governments and our nations to enhancing social de-
velopment throughout the world so that all men and women, especially those living in poverty, may
exercise the rights, utilize the resources and share the responsibilities that enable them to lead satisfy-
ing lives and to contribute to the well-being of their families, their communities and humankind.  To
support and promote these efforts must be the overriding goals of the international community, espe-
cially with respect to people suffering from poverty, unemployment and social exclusion. – Social
Summit (1995), Declaration, 9.

� Analysing policies and programmes, including those relating to macroeconomic stability, struc-
tural adjustment programmes, taxation, investments, employment, markets and all relevant sectors of
the economy, with respect to their impact on poverty and inequality, assessing their impact on fam-
ily well-being and conditions, as well as their gender implications, and adjusting them, as appropri-
ate, to promote a more equitable distribution of productive assets, wealth, opportunities, income and
services; – Social Summit (1995), 27 (a).

WIDOWS

� Governments should assist single-parent families, and pay special attention to the needs of
widows and orphans. All efforts should be made to assist the building of family-like ties in espe-
cially difficult circumstances, for example, those involving street children. – ICPD (1994), 5.13

� In some countries, current demographic trends, which show that lowered fertility rates, increased
life expectancy and lower mortality rates, have contributed to ageing of the population, and increase
in chronic health conditions and have implications for health care systems and spending, informal
care systems and research. Given the gap between male and female life expectancy, the number of
widows and older single women has increased considerably, often leading to their social isola-
tion and other social challenges. Societies have much to gain from the knowledge and life experi-
ence of older women. On the other hand, the current generation of young people is the largest in
history. Adolescent girls and young women have particular needs which will require increasing atten-
tion. – Beijing +5 (2000), 43.

� For women, institutional biases in social protection systems, in particular those based on uninter-
rupted work histories, contribute further to the feminization of poverty. Gender inequalities and dis-
parities in economic power-sharing, unequal distribution of unremunerated work between women and
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men, lack of technological and financial support for women's entrepreneurship, unequal access to,
and control over, capital, in particular land and credit and access to labour markets, as well as all
harmful traditional and customary practices, have constrained women's economic empowerment and
exacerbated the feminization of poverty. In many societies, female-headed households, including
divorced, separated and unmarried women and widows, are at particular risk of poverty. Spe-
cial social protection measures are required to address feminization of poverty, in particular among
older women. – Ageing (2002), 46.

WIFE

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened.  It is entitled to re-
ceive comprehensive protection and support. In different cultural, political and social systems, vari-
ous forms of the family exist.  Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the intending
spouses, and husband and wife should be equal partners. – Social Summit (1995), 80.

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened.  It is entitled to re-
ceive comprehensive protection and support.  In different cultural, political and social systems, vari-
ous forms of the family exist.  Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the intending
spouses, and husband and wife should be equal partners. – ICPD (1994), Principle 9.

� The family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened.  It is entitled to re-
ceive comprehensive protection and support.  In different cultural, political and social systems, vari-
ous forms of the family exist.  Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the intending
spouses, and husband and wife should be equal partners.  The rights, capabilities and responsibili-
ties of family members must be respected.  Human settlements planning should take into account the
constructive role of the family in the design, development and management of such settlements.  So-
ciety should facilitate, as appropriate, all necessary conditions for its integration, reunification,
preservation, improvement, and protection within adequate shelter and with access to basic services
and a sustainable livelihood. – Habitat (1996), 31.

� Reaffirm that the family is the basic unit of society and as such should be strengthened. It is en-
titled to receive comprehensive protection and support. In different cultural, political and social sys-
tems, various forms of the family exist. Marriage must be entered into with the free consent of the
intending spouses, and husband and wife should be equal partners. The rights, capabilities and re-
sponsibilities of family members must be respected. Human settlements planning should take into
account the constructive role of the family in the design, development and management of such set-
tlements. Society should facilitate, as appropriate, all necessary conditions for its integration, reunifi-
cation, preservation, improvement and protection within adequate shelter and with access to basic
services and a sustainable livelihood; – Habitat +5 (2001), 30.

WOMEN and FAMILY

� Women play a critical role in the family. The family is the basic unit of society and is a strong
force for social cohesion and integration and as such should be strengthened. The inadequate support
to women and insufficient protection and support to their respective families affect society as a whole
and undermines efforts to achieve gender equality. In different cultural, political and social systems,
various forms of the family exist and the rights, capabilities and responsibilities of family members
must be respected. Women's social and economic contributions to the welfare of the family and
the social significance of maternity and paternity continue to be inadequately addressed. Moth-
erhood and fatherhood and the role of parents and legal guardians in the family and in the upbringing
of children and the importance of all family members to the family's well-being is also acknowledged
and must not be a basis for discrimination. Women also continue to bear a disproportionate share of
the household responsibilities and the care of children, the sick and the elderly. Such imbalance needs
to be consistently addressed through appropriate policies and programmes, in particular those geared
towards education and through legislation where appropriate. In order to achieve full partnership,
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both in public and private spheres, both women and men must be enabled to reconcile and share
equally work responsibilities and family responsibilities. – Beijing +5 (2000), 60. 

� Women play a critical role in the family.  The family is the basic unit of society and as such
should be strengthened.  It is entitled to receive comprehensive protection and support.  In different
cultural, political and social systems, various forms of the family exist.  The rights, capabilities and
responsibilities of family members must be respected.  Women make a great contribution to the
welfare of the family and to the development of society, which is still not recognized or con-
sidered in its full importance.  The social significance of maternity, motherhood and the role of
parents in the family and in the upbringing of children should be acknowledged.  The upbringing of
children requires shared responsibility of parents, women and men and society as a whole.  Mater-
nity, motherhood, parenting and the role of women in procreation must not be a basis for discrimi-
nation nor restrict the full participation of women in society.  Recognition should also be given to
the important role often played by women in many countries in caring for other members of their
family. – Beijing (1995),  29.  

� Promote changes in attitudes, structures, policies, laws and practices in order to eliminate all
obstacles to human dignity, equality and equity in the family and in society, and promote full
and equal participation of urban and rural women and women with disabilities in social, eco-
nomic and political life, including in the formulation, implementation and follow-up of public poli-
cies and programmes; – Social Summit (1995), Declaration, Commitment 5 (a).

� The ultimate goal of social development is to improve and enhance the quality of life of all peo-
ple.  It requires democratic institutions, respect for all human rights and fundamental freedoms, in-
creased and equal economic opportunities, the rule of law, the promotion of respect for cultural
diversity and the rights of persons belonging to minorities, and an active involvement of civil society.
Empowerment and participation are essential for democracy, harmony and social development.  All
members of society should have the opportunity and be able to exercise the right and responsibility to
take an active part in the affairs of the community in which they live.  Gender equality and equity and
the full participation of women in all economic, social and political activities are essential.  The ob-
stacles that have limited the access of women to decision-making, education, health-care services and
productive employment must be eliminated and an equitable partnership between men and women
established, involving men's full responsibility in family life. It is necessary to change the prevail-
ing social paradigm of gender to usher in a new generation of women and men working together to
create a more humane world order. – Social Summit (1995), 7.

� Recognize that the family is the basic unit of society and that it plays a key role in social devel-
opment and is a strong force of social cohesion and integration. In different cultural, political and so-
cial systems, various forms of the family exist. Further recognize that equality and equity between
women and men and respect for the rights of all family members are essential for family well-
being and for society at large, and promote appropriate actions to meet the needs of families and
their individual members, particularly in the areas of economic support and provision of social serv-
ices. Greater attention should be paid to helping the family in its supporting, educating and nurturing
roles, to the causes and consequences of family disintegration, and to the adoption of measures to rec-
oncile work and family life for women and men. – Social Summit +5 (2000), III 56.

WORK

� Foster policies that enable people to combine their paid work with their family responsibilities;
– Social Summit (1995), Declaration, Commitment 3 (f).

� Formulate or strengthen measures to ensure respect for and protection of the human rights of
migrants, migrant workers and their families, to eliminate the increasing acts of racism and xeno-
phobia in sectors of many societies, and to promote greater harmony and tolerance in all societies;  –
Social Summit (1995), Declaration, Commitment 4 (e).
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YOUTH
(See also Street Children)

� Youth should be actively involved in the planning, implementation and evaluation of de-
velopment activities that have a direct impact on their daily lives.  This is especially important
with respect to information, education and communication activities and services concerning repro-
ductive and sexual health, including the prevention of early pregnancies, sex education and the pre-
vention of HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases.  Access to, as well as confidentiality
and privacy of, these services must be ensured with the support and guidance of their parents
and in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. – ICPD (1994), 6.15.

� Governments of both receiving countries and countries of origin should adopt effective sanc-
tions against those who organize undocumented migration, exploit undocumented migrants or en-
gage in trafficking in undocumented migrants, especially those who engage in any form of
international traffic in women, youth and children.  Governments of countries of origin, where the
activities of agents or other intermediaries in the migration process are legal, should regulate such ac-
tivities in order to prevent abuses, especially exploitation, prostitution and coercive adoption. –
ICPD (1994), 10.18.

� Families are sensitive to strains induced by social and economic changes.  It is essential
to grant particular assistance to families in difficult life situations.  Conditions have worsened
for many families in recent years, owing to lack of gainful employment and measures taken by
Governments seeking to balance their budget by reducing social expenditures.  There are increas-
ing numbers of vulnerable families, including single-parent families headed by women, poor fam-
ilies with elderly members or those with disabilities, refugee and displaced families, and families
with members affected by AIDS or other terminal diseases, substance dependence, child abuse and
domestic violence.  Increased labour migrations and refugee movements are an additional source
of family tension and disintegration and are contributing to increased responsibilities for women.
In many urban environments, millions of children and youths are left to their own devices as
family ties break down, and hence are increasingly exposed to risks such as dropping out of
school, labour exploitation, sexual exploitation, unwanted pregnancies and sexually transmitted
diseases. – ICPD (1994), 5.4.

� Develop at national and other levels, as appropriate, action plans for adolescents and youth,
based on gender equity and equality, that cover education, professional and vocational training and
income-generating opportunities. Such programmes should include support mechanisms for the ed-
ucation and counselling of adolescents in the areas of gender relations and equality, violence against
adolescents, responsible sexual behaviour, responsible family planning practices, family life, repro-
ductive health, sexually transmitted diseases, HIV infection and AIDS prevention (Programme of
Action, para. 7.47). Adolescents and youth themselves should be fully involved in the design and
implementation of such information and services, with proper regard for parental guidance and
responsibilities. Special attention should be devoted to vulnerable and disadvantaged youth; –
ICPD +5  (1999), 73 (c).


